
LANDMARK MEWS PARKING POLICY AMENDMENTS 
 

BACKGROUND AND JUSTIFICATION 
 

 
At the June 19 Board meeting, the Board approved for circulation to the community proposed 
revisions to the Landmark Mews policy governing parking.  This step recognizes current policy 
does not provide an effective means to enforce the rules against resident violators, especially of 
visitor parking.  The means to enforce – financial penalties or towing – are either weak or so 
convoluted as to be useless.  
 
Generally, residents know that on-street parking is prohibited, as our streets are designated fire 
lanes, and visitor parking is limited to visitors, for no longer than 10 days, or to residents between 
the hours of 8 PM and 10 AM the following day. There are other rules prohibiting parking on 
common areas, having an inoperable vehicle in the driveway, or parking recreational vehicles or 
certain other vehicles in a driveway.  These circumstances rarely arise.  What is common is illegal 
on-street parking and resident parking in the visitor lots outside of permitted hours.  It is with these 
occurrences that the Board’s inability to enforce effectively is greatest. Between the two, visitor 
parking is more often the enforcement headache. 
 
The current policy, last amended in 2015, made extensive changes to the Board’s enforcement 
regime.  In hindsight, there now is a recognition of the weaknesses of those policy changes – the 
extensive delays in imposing a financial penalty, and the numerous hurdles to towing. Not only is 
towing the “last option,” as our current policy states, it is effectively never an option.  Following 
are our options under current rules:   
 
Fining:  The Virginia Property Owners’ Association Act gives communities the authority to impose 
monetary penalties subject to a due process regime.  Maximum fines are either $10 per day (for 
90 days) or $50.  Not much.  Even assuming prompt action by the Property Manager, in informing 
the Board of a violation (already assuming the violation has been on-going for awhile), the Board 
must approve sending a Notice of Violation to the resident. That can require either a special 
meeting of the Board or a vote by email, but voting by email is laborious, requiring a unanimous 
vote for voting by email and on the underlying matter. As a practical matter, email vote approvals 
can take one to two weeks.  Once the Notice of Violation is sent – or hand-delivered – the resident 
can request a hearing (along with counsel present), and the hearing cannot be any earlier than 
14 days following receipt of the Notice of Violation – 14 days, because the resident may take that 
amount of time to “cure” the violation.  If the resident requests a hearing, the Board may or may 
not have to hold a special meeting to accommodate the request.  A resident can take the full 14 
days, decide to “cure,” the violation and avoid any penalty.  There are no retroactive penalties.  In 
the most optimistic scenario, this process will take a month, probably considerably longer.   
 
Towing: Towing is not subject to due process, and can be done without warning.  Under our 
current rules, towing is not permitted unless the resident has been fined three times during the 
prior 12 months for the same offense or fails to remove the vehicle after 90 days of being fined.  
Towing also requires the approval of the entire Board.    
 
Because of delays inherent in imposing fines, let alone the minor financial penalty incurred, our 
counsel advises that many communities place far more reliance on towing than fining.  Indeed, a 
review of parking rules in our neighboring community of Overlook provide in numerous instances 
of towing without notice.      



 
Finally, with respect to on-street, parking, inasmuch as our streets are fine lanes, the Fairfax 
County police also may ticket and tow.  Any resident can call the non-emergency number to report 
a vehicle illegally parked in a fire lane.  703-691-2131. However, the Board also can tow because 
of its authority to protect health and safety.  
 
Here are the key elements of the proposal: 
 

(1) Eliminate the restrictions on towing.  For violations of visitor parking rules or violations on 
private property (i.e., in a driveway), towing will become the preferred option and will be 
exercised following two notices of violation. In other circumstances – towing from common 
areas or on-street, towing will occur without notice. 
 

(2) Eliminate the requirement that the entire Board approve a tow.  The Property Manager (or 
the Covenants Chair with respect to private property) can recommend a tow to the 
President who, with authority granted by the Board, can order the tow.  Therefore, final 
approval remains with the governing authority in the community. 

 
(3)  Incorporate procedures to more effectively administer the vehicle decal program. The 

decal program, adopted in 2008, is intended to facilitate identification of vehicles that 
belong here and those that do not.  It is to be administered by the Secretary, but that 
practice lapsed several years ago, now burdening Property Manager Roger Casalengo 
with the responsibility. Therefore, Secretary Maria Santos will reassume primary 
administration of the program.  

 
There are numerous other language changes – refinements – but these are the key elements.  
Also included is Guidance for implementing these rules, regarding resident violation notices and 
the decal program.  Finally, an amended Notice of Violation is set out, to conform to the changes 
in towing policy.  The Guidance sets out specific procedures required by the Property Manager 
or Covenants Chair, as the case may be, for documenting warning notices.   
 

#   #   # 
 
 


