
 

 

Changes to Landmark Mews Community Association Governing Documents 
 
Town Hall Meeting Saturday April 14, Charles E. Beatley Jr. Alexandria Central Library, 

10:30-Noon. 
 
The original Landmark Mews governing documents, promulgated in 1982 (Declaration, Articles 
of Incorporation, and By-Laws), are out of date and require revision.  In consultation with our 
legal counsel (Ursula Burgess of Rees Broome), the Board approved proposed revisions and 
will submit them to the community for approval, as required by law.  A town hall meeting is 
scheduled for Saturday April 14, 2018 from 10:30 until noon at the Charles E. Beatley, Jr. 
Central Library, 5005 Duke Street, Alexandria, Virginia.  The meeting will afford residents 
an opportunity to ask questions about the enclosed proposed amendments to the Association’s 
Articles of Incorporation, Declaration of Covenants, and By-Laws.  Ms. Burgess will be present 
to discuss these proposed amendments and to answer questions any residents may have 
about them.  Residents are encouraged to attend.  A vote of the owners will be scheduled for 
later in the Spring of 2018. Revision Highlights:  
 
Elimination of Language Pertaining to Developer 
 
 Numerous changes are made to the Declaration to remove provisions that were 
relevant only when Landmark Mews was still under control of the developer.  In all, removing 
no-longer-relevant language shaves approximately 10 pages from the Declaration. 
 
Clarification of Relationship of Covenants Committee and Board of Directors 
  

With the Developer was still active in Landmark Mews, the original Declaration 
structured the Covenants Committee to operate independently from the Board. The 
Declaration and By-Laws are revised to reflect current practice, where the Covenants 
Committee operates pursuant to authority granted by the Board.  The Board, rather than the 
Covenants Committee, will now designate the Committee Chair and any other officers.  
Furthermore, to provide greater protection to all residents, certain major property modifications 
will now by-pass the Covenants Committee and go directly to the Board.  Thus, any application 
by a homeowner to alter the exterior of a dwelling unit (such as an addition or bump-out) will 
be reviewed in the first instance by the Board in consultation with the Covenants Committee. 
 
Changes to Voting and Clarification of Annual Meeting Process 
 
 The process for nomination of candidates for Board vacancies and voting at the Annual 
Meeting is clarified (not changed). 
 
Changes Recommended by Legal Counsel 
 
 Counsel has recommended, and the revised documents incorporate, changes that 
reflect current statutory law and/or clarify Board authority to take certain actions in light of 
recent court decisions.  These changes will be discussed by counsel at the Town Hall Meeting. 
 
This is an important Community exercise.  Amending a community’s governing documents 
is infrequent and difficult, requiring approval by a super-majority of owners (two-thirds).  
Nevertheless, the Board undertook this project, because it believes the governance of 
Landmark Mews must be brought current, in better protecting the interests of all residents. 
 


