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 President’s Message 

Wow, what a week as we received more snow in two days than we have ever seen in the past several 

years.  At the Wednesday Board of Directors meeting, we decided to hire a work crew to remove the 

snow and ice around the mailboxes and metal gates from Bedlington Terrace & Cottingham Place to 

Stevenson Avenue.   

Some residents suggested that we have our landscape contractor clean the sidewalks within the 

community.  Our governing documents, which are available on our LMCA website, specify that 

homeowners are responsible for cleaning their own sidewalks.  With few exceptions, we seem to find this 

not to be an impossible task and the job gets done, at no additional cost to the homeowners.   

Patience was the norm until the contractor snow plows arrived on the scene.  Then came the e-mails and 

in one case, a vindictive phone message for our Property Manager complaining about the service provided 

by Valley Crest.  Other complaints were: why don’t they clean a center lane providing access & egress to 
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our community before starting at the curbs?  The answer is that it is a safety & contractual requirement.  

The next question is why isn’t my side of the street plowed first and the excess snow pushed to my 

neighbor’s side where it is sunnier?  

Please keep in mind that our snow plow contractors are ordinary men who work hard to support not only 

our community but additionally, their families.  All are experienced and have worked for Valley Crest for 

many years.  I for one, may offer suggestions to better improve the process but far be it from me to be 

critical how this work is done.   

So, come Friday, the sun rose in the east, the main work had been done and it was time to take care of any 

last-minute clean up.  Valley Crest, at the urging of our Property Manager, sent their most experienced 

plow operator to accomplish some final tasks.  You might have seen Roger supervising the mailbox area 

and gate clean up – thanks Roger! 

So the long & short of it is “We Survived” the snowstorm of February 2014.  Patience was and always 

will be key.  The job will be done and done right. 

Unfortunately, one not so good piece of information is we carried approximately $7000 of 2013 Bad Debt 

into 2014.  The two main contributors are one  which, owes in excess of $6000 because of repairs and 

clean up of property and the other approximately $1000 for past homeowner dues.  Both of these accounts 

have been passed to our legal team for collection.  If not resolved within 30 days, a lien will be placed on 

the homeowners’ property. 

 

Covenants’ Corner 

A very helpful reminder from Covenants about safely using your fireplace: 

If you are using your fireplace this winter, the following tips are worth considering. Additional 

information is available on the Internet from many reputable sources.  

1. SWEEP THE CHIMNEY:  Chimneys should be swept at least once a year to remove soot and 

debris. If you can't do it yourself, find a sweep in your area through the Chimney Safety Institute 

of America. Always inspect the structure for any damage, including the chimney liners for 

cracking or deterioration. 

2. CAP THE TOP:  Place a cap at the top of the chimney to help keep rain, birds, squirrels and 

debris out. Covenants approval is not required. 

3. BURN THE HARD STUFF:  Dense hardwoods that have been stored in a dry place for at 

least six months produce less flammable by-products and build-up than green and resinous 

softwoods. In addition, use extreme care in disposing of ashes. Never use flammable bags or 

boxes. 



4. BUILD THE FIRE RIGHT:  Small fires create less smoke and therefore less build up. Place 

logs at the back of the fireplace on a grate. Rather than flammable liquids, stick to kindling to 

start the fire.  

    

 

A reminder about snow clearing 

Homeowners are reminded that when clearing their driveways, snow cannot be thrown out into 

the middle of the road – please use your garden. Not only is it inconsiderate but it becomes a 

freeze hazard for both pedestrians and vehicles, given the sub-zero temperatures that we are 

experiencing.  Please be considerate to your fellow homeowners and refrain from throwing any 

snow out into the street where it is bound to freeze overnight thereby making it very hazardous 

for all of us.  
 

Mailbox replacement 

Landmark Mews Board of Directors has elected to replace our current mailboxes.  TrashMasters, 

Inc. was selected and is the largest provider of United States Postal Service approved mailbox 

systems to communities such as ours and has been in business for over 30 years.   

 

TrashMasters will remove and dispose of the old mailboxes.  The same concrete pad will be 

used, they will coordinate with our USPS postal manager, providing him/her with addresses, and 

will also coordinate the installation of a USPS master lock.   

 

A sandstone pedestal Mailbox was selected, with decorative top and bottom accessories.  Mail 

service will not be interrupted, and the work is estimated to take one week.  Current mailbox 

location for all homeowners will remain the same.  Additional information will be provided 

when the start date is settled.   
 

Dealing with crows on trash days 

As you will all be aware, we have an ongoing problem with large crows almost every trash day.  They 

seem to have an equal preference for both white and black trash bags.  However, a homeowner has found 

an “anti-crow” spray called Critter Ritter from the Home Depot which can be sprayed on your trash 

bags when you put them out for pick-up – it is a simple and less messy solution to this very pesky species 

of bird.  

Lastly, a reminder to those homeowners who left their trash & trash containers out on the sidewalk even 

though there was no pick-up on Friday: it is not only unsightly but presents a perfect opportunity for the 

crows to tear open the bags and spread your trash all over the sidewalk. Please be courteous to your 

fellow homeowners and promptly remove all trash & the containers if there is no pick-up due to 

inclement weather. 

Source: The Washington Post, PostPoints, by Megan Buerger, January 5, 

2012  

 


