
Mews News 
The monthly newsletter of   

Landmark Mews Community Association 

May 2013 

For Board meeting dates & locations, minutes & reports, governing documents, 

architectural standards, community news, residents directory, and other 

important information, log on to www.landmarkmews.com. 
          ______________________________________________________________________ 

Board of Directors:  

President: Jerry Putman:  

Jerry.putman@cox.net 

Vice President: Charles Cureton:  

charles.h.cureton.civ@mail.mil 

Members: 

Linda Carter carterxoxo@cox.net 

Joel Kaplan superjk2010@gmail.com 

Tom Craig tom.craig85@gmail.com 

Bill Gaffney bgaffney86@cox.net 

Maria Santos mariamsantos@yahoo.com 

Secretary/Mews News: Heather McGhee: 

secretary@landmarkmews.com 

Property Manager: Roger Casalengo 

rocky6325@aol.com 

Mews Webmaster: Greg Bellan 

For website access, contact Christine Dale: 

LMTreasurer@cox.net 

Covenants Committee: Bill Evinger, Dick 

Fiske, Mecky Putman, Simon Bennett,  

Suzann Evinger, Michael Davids 

Covenants4lmca@cox.net 

 _________________________________________________________________________________    

President’s Message 

The monthly Board of Directors’ meeting 

took place on 8 May 2013.  The President 

briefed everyone on the completed SCS 

Transition.  All financial records have 

been provided to SCS and the 

Community’s assets have been posted to 

the balance sheet.  The LMCA financial 

transition audit has been completed and 

the final report will be available at the end 

of May.  The LMCA budget has also been 

put into SCS format.  The revised budget 

for 2014 will be submitted for LMCA 

Board approval in October 2013.   

 

 

Update on the sound wall: 

A sample panel will soon be available (4’x 

4’x 6’).  Tim Foster, Roger Casalengo and 

Jerry Putman will view and sign off on it 

so panel fabrication can begin. On 17 May, 

there is a meeting scheduled with John 

Lynch, the VDOT Regional Program 

Director to tour the sound wall site to 

discuss the landscaping proposal.  LMCA 

has proposed that VDOT extend the 

irrigation system along Stevenson Avenue 

to ensure adequate water is available to 

support tree and plant growth.  The 

Community is willing to pay for water and 

maintenance of the grounds.   



Covenants Report 

Bill Evinger reported community-wide 

inspections of individual homeowner 

properties have been completed.  These 

inspections are designed to:  

(1)  Identify maintenance problems that 

need homeowner attention – now or in the 

near future. 

(2) Identify unapproved modifications or 

conditions that are not in compliance with 

applicable architectural standards and 

requirements. 

The following Covenants Operating 

Procedures below were discussed: 

Report by letter/e-mail to each homeowner 

the inspection results, together with 

required or recommended corrective action 

- and requested homeowner response date 

regarding corrective action taken. The 

Committee’s letter shall:  

 Recap the inspection results; attach 

the completed inspection check-off 

list.  

 Distinguish clearly between 

maintenance deficiencies and 

conditions not in conformance with 

LMCA Architectural Standards or 

other requirements.  

 Express Committee willingness to 

discuss inspection findings for 

which the homeowner desires 

further understanding.  

 Request homeowner written 

response regarding corrective 

action plans so, after validation, the 

Committee may reflect this 

information in its records.  

 Follow up with correspondence 

and re-inspections as necessary to 

resolve outstanding issues. 

 In cases of continued non-

compliance, the results will be 

reported to the LMCA Board of 

Directors for follow-up action. 

 

Ongoing Architectural Standards review – 

the LMCA governing documents require  

the Covenants Committee to: 

 

 Use the most recent LMCA 

Architectural Standards as the basis 

for conducting inspections and for 

evaluating modification requests.  

 Periodically, but no less frequently 

than every five years, conduct at 

the direction of the Board a 

comprehensive review of the 

Architectural Standards to identify 

perceived problems and specific 

proposed revisions. If revision is 

necessary:  

 

 Propose, for Board 

approval, a 

community-wide 

notice of intentions - 

and invitation for 

homeowners to 

identify issues; 

 Take into account 

homeowner input. 

Document for 

reviewers the 

reasoning behind 

proposed revisions;  

 Promote stability in 

standards by 

confining proposed 

language changes to 

substantive matters, 

not editorial 

refinement; 

 Re-circulate, with 

Board approval, 

draft final 

modifications to 

homeowners for 

comment; and  

 Submit draft final 

modifications to the 

Board for approval, 

ensuring clear 

explanation of each 

change and reasons 

for same. 



The Committee members include William 

Evinger, Suzann Evinger, Mecky Putman,  

Simon Bennett, Richard Fiske and Michael 

Davids. 

 

 

Landscape Committee Report 

 

Kathleen Ryan, the Landscape Chair, 

reported that at the 10 June Board meeting, 

the Committee would present 6 -8 

Landmark Mews prioritized community-

wide projects with associated costs.  The 

President noted that this Committee 

performs a valued service for the Mews 

while conducting their annual tour of our 

community property.  Several areas of 

concern were noted and action is being 

taken to mitigate those concerns.  This is 

another example of a worthy volunteer 

community organization serving both 

homeowners and residents.   

 

The Committee members include: Corinne 

Ramsey, Simon Bennett, Maria Santos and 

Linda Carter. 

 

 

Property Manager’s report 

 

Roger Casalengo reported that the new 32 

gallon recycling containers would be 

delivered on 8 June.  He is coordinating 

delivery details with AAA to ensure that 

those residents who wish to retain their 

current container(s) in addition to 

receiving the new ones can do so. 

 

A community member who has 

experienced using the new container 

reports the following: 

 The 32-gallon containers are for 

recyclables only and cannot be 

used for trash. 

 The containers are not the be-all 

and end-all solution for preventing 

wind-blown recyclables as they 

have lids that can be opened, if 

they are not secured properly or 

overfilled.   

 The containers have wheels and 

during strong wind gusts, if not re-

located to a proper storage area 

after pick-up, they may be found in 

another neighbor’s driveway or 

street.   

 

Roger continues to search for a solution to 

enhance the lighting system within the 

community.  Our requirements appear to 

be so minor in scale that most companies 

do not want to expend the time or energy 

to identify a low cost solution.  There are 

companies willing to install new light 

posts but that will require running 

electrical connections under homeowner 

driveways and through yards at 

considerable costs to the community.   

 

Parking Reminder 

Please remember that the Landmark Mews 

parking policy has provisions for both 

homeowners/residents as well as their 

guests.  Here are a few reminders: 

 Homeowner/Resident vehicles 

must display a Landmark Mews 

decal.  Contact Roger Casalengo 

for parking decals. 

 Homeowners and residents are not 

allowed to park in Visitor spaces 

between 10a.m. and 8p.m daily. 

 Guests must display a note on their 

dash indicating which property 

they are visiting. 

 Guests only have use of the Visitor 

slots for 2 weeks, after which they 

must find alternative parking 

outside the Mews. 

  



Pet Waste  (Extracted from an article in 

Doddy calls, dated May 8, 2013) 

To keep pets healthy, keep the yard 

clear of their waste   

Last year, United States pet owners 

collectively spent upwards of $26 million 

dollars on veterinarian care and over the 

counter medicines for their furry loved 

ones. But what many don't realize is that 

many pet illnesses can be avoided by 

simply keeping the back yard clear of their 

pet's waste.  

Dog waste is more than just a gross and 

unsightly mess. It's also a breeding ground 

for infection - especially in dog parks and 

other areas where dogs frequently gather. 

Bacteria, worms and other parasites thrive 

in the waste until it's cleaned up or washed 

into the water supply. Giardia, ringworm, 

roundworm and E. coli are examples of 

such inhabitants, all of which are 

commonly found in dog feces and are 

easily transferable upon contact.   

 

When pets become sick, contagions are 

often times passed through their deposits 

into their own yard. The longer infected 

dog waste stays on the ground, the greater 

a contamination becomes, and when this 

waste is not picked up, pets have a high 

risk of catching the infection over and over 

again.   

 

Roundworm, for example, is one of the 

most common parasites found in dog 

waste and it can remain infectious in 

contaminated soil and water for years.  

  

To help prevent infection, pet owners 

should always pick up after their pets and 

do so in a timely manner.

 

Landmark Mall Redevelopment 

Recap of May 1, 2013 City of Alexandria 

second public re status of Landmark Mall 

redevelopment, as reported by Tim & 

Annie Foster. 

 

1. City sponsored event provided One-

hour open house in which individuals 

could ask questions of City staff at 

tables organized by topic; e.g., 

engineering, transportation, housing, 

etc. followed by developer (Howard 

Hughes) briefing / question – answer 

session. 

2.  Present were: Nearly all Alexandria 

City Council members; key City staff 

planning, transportation, and other 

specialists; and perhaps 25 or so 

citizens. 

3. The Hughes spokesman gave a 10 

minute summary of the project 

(described in last Mews News,) then 

updated status as follows: 

a. Co-Mall-owners, Sears and 

Macy’s, seem on board with 

the Hughes plan and not likely 

to be an impediment. 

b. Hughes must obtain City 

approval to re-zone, but the 

City in recent years specifically 

revised its Area Plan recently to 

accommodate this kind of Mall 

redevelopment. 

c. Current schedule: 

i. Planning Commission 

hearing / vote on 

rezoning 6/3/2013; 

followed one week later 

by City Council hearing 

/ vote. Seek final City 

site plan approval by 

end of 2013. 

ii. Start construction 2014 

(rest of Mall continues 

operations.) 

iii. New section opens for 

business, Spring 2016. 

4. The Q&A period did not take more 

than 20 minutes;  



a. Hughes / City confirmed no 

changes to Mall entrances / 

exits for the Hughes 

redevelopment – just creation 

of internal roads and structures 

within the site. 

b. Viewing the Hughes 

redevelopment as a possible 

trigger to subsequent 

redevelopment of the rest of the 

Mall (Sears / Macy’s property,) 

the City is seeking no 

contribution for transportation 

improvements. 

c. Hughes concedes the new 

section should bring more 

traffic to the Mall than at 

present, but points out total 

commercial / residential space 

will be a significant reduction 

to what is currently allowed for 

this section of the Mall as 

presently configured. Hughes 

points out as well that mall 

traffic tends not to conflict with 

traffic congestion during peak 

commute times. 

d. Other questions from the floor 

urged attention to affordable 

housing and improved biking 

and pedestrian access.  

5. The public reaction, again, was 

favorable. With no remaining 

questions from the floor, City officials 

invited attendees to continue 

discussions, should they wish, with 

City staff at the open house tables. 

 

 

 

Real Estate Update 
  

SOLD 
6318 Manchester Way for $580,500 on 

1/4/2013 (List Price: $569,900; DOM: 47) 

6324 Manchester Way for $580,000 on 

4/12/13 (List Price: $585,000; DOM: 4) 

6303 Chaucer Lane for $599,000 on 5/1/13 

(List Price: $599,000; DOM: 4) 

 

  

UNDER CONTRACT 
N/A     

 

  

ACTIVE SALES LISTINGS 
6366 Brampton Court, List Price: 

$609,000 (listing agent: Weichert) 

 

6268 Masefield Court, List Price: 

$579,900 (listing agent: ReMax) 

6266 Masefield Court, List Price: 

$574,900 (list price lowered on 4/15/13 

from $584,900; listing agent: Coldwell 

Banker) 

  

ACTIVE RENTAL LISTINGS 

N/A 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A REMINDER FOR HOMEOWNERS 

ABOUT THE NEW SCS FINANCIAL 

PROCEDURES 

As of 1 May 2013, Landmark Mews 

handed over financial management to SCS 

in Chantilly, VA. 

Here are a few reminders about payment 

procedure for homeowner dues: 

 The homeowners’ first monthly 

assessment through SCS was due 

on 1 May 2013.  A $25 late fee is 

normally assessed as of the 30
th

 

day of each month. If you are 

paying by check, the check must be 

made payable to Landmark Mews 

Community Association and the 

new account number and as well as 

the Lot number must be written on 

it.  This information is available 

from the coupon books that were 

sent out in the mail at the end of 

April.  Please note the NEW 

lockbox address for all payments 

of dues: 

Landmark Mews Community Association 

c/o SCS 

P.O. Box 61163 

Phoenix, AZ.  85082-1163 

 

 Failure to send payment to the 

correct address could result in a 

late payment fee. 

 For those homeowners using a bill 

payer service, please ensure you 

change the mailing address to the 

above, as you are the only person 

authorized to make this change. 

The financial institution is neither 

allowed nor can it make this 

change for you, without your 

approval and direction.  A 

convenience fee of $3 will be 

charged if you use this method. 

 If you wish to pay using a credit 

card, you will need to log in to 

www.scs-management.com, click 

on “Homeowners”, then type 

“Landmark” in the owner log-in 

area, select this community, then 

click “Go” and “Sign up”.  After 

you register using the account 

number located on the assessment 

coupon, you will be able to sign on 

and select payment options.  The 

credit card fee is the percentage of 

the total amount being charged.   

 Effective immediately, please DO 

NOT send any payments to the PO 

Box in Alexandria as it will close 

soon.  

 Homeowners are encouraged to use 

the Direct Debit payment option 

offered by SCS.  Using this service 

will preclude any chance of a late 

payment fee.   

 The SCS Customer Service Team 

is available to assist you if you 

have questions concerning your 

account, method of paying your 

assessment or if you need to bring 

something to their attention.  

Please call (703) 631-2003 and tell 

the receptionist you live in 

Landmark Mews and you will be 

connected to a customer service 

representative familiar with our 

community.                       

 

http://www.scs-management.com/

