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June 2008 

The Board turned its attention to several 
issues at our meeting last week, first and 
foremost, the security study from 
Gordon Associates. We also approved 
funding for additional landscape work, 
touched on a draft proposal to amend our 
governing documents, and approved an 
Elections Committee to conduct this 
year’s elections for the Board. 
 
 Security Study – Dominic Mason, 
senior security consultant for Gordon 
Associates, discussed the study’s major 
findings and recommendations. There is 
much to digest in this report, with 
recommendations divided among what 
homeowners can do and those for which 
the Association and the County are 
responsible. I’ve designated a task force 
to distill the recommendations and 

develop an implementation plan. The 
task force comprises three Board 
members—Loren Sciurba (Board Vice 
President), Delia Riso, and myself – and 
one other resident, Al Lenhardt, who 
referred us to Gordon Associates. Not 
much feedback yet, though it has run the 
spectrum from harshly negative (“a 
complete waste of money”) to 
constructively critical, to supportive.  
The task force will be deliberative and 
hopefully will produce a plan the Board 
can endorse and one that residents 
generally can support. The study is 
available at www.landmarkmews.com. 
 
 Governing Documents – If this 
rings familiar to you, it’s because the 
Board took up this issue last year, but 
time got away from us, and it was set 
aside. Our governing documents—
Articles of Incorporation, Declaration of 
Covenants, and the By-Laws—have 
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never been amended in the quarter 
century life of the community.  Last year 
I appointed a task force, chaired by 
former President Paul Edgell and 
composed of former President Tim 
Foster, Vice President Loren Sciurba, 
and myself, to review the documents. 
We issued a report to the Board, 
recommending several changes that 
would modernize our governance, 
rebalance the relationship between the 
Board and Covenants Committee, and 
improve the ability of residents to obtain 
review of decisions that currently cannot 
be appealed. 

Several of the recommended 
changes are substantive, but many are 
technical changes reflecting the 
community’s transition many years ago 
from one in which the developer held an 
interest to one that is independently 
governed. Those changes that are 
substantive would (1) facilitate the 
Board’s deliberations by eliminating the 
need for super-majority votes in several 
instances; (2) alter the relationship 
between the Covenants Committee and 
the Board by enhancing the Board’s 
authority over the Covenants Com-
mittee, commensurate with its overall 
obligation to the Community; and (3) 
broaden the rights of homeowners to 
appeal Covenants disputes to the Board. 
The only changes to the Articles of 
Incorporation are non-substantive. We 
also consulted outside counsel, who 
recommended additional edits. 

Amending our governing 
documents is a heavy lift. Board 
approval is only the first step. They must 
be ratified by residents. Although the 
margin required differs among the 
Articles, Covenants, and By-Laws, given 
that we would amend all three 
documents, for all practical purposes, 
this would mean an approval margin of 
two-thirds plus one – 100 of 148 owners. 

The Board will again consider 
these amendments at the July 9 meeting.  
If it approves the task force’s 
recommendations, we will be asking you 
for your endorsement. We will consult 
again with counsel about the ratification 
process to ensure we do this right.  
Meanwhile, my memo from last June 
explaining the task force’s 
recommendation is on the website under 
“Key Documents.” If you have thoughts, 
please let me know. 

Landscape projects – The Board 
approved funding for two additional 
projects, based on estimates Property 
Manager Roger Casalengo obtained.  
The Board voted to re-plant shrubbery 
along Stevenson Ave and to eliminate all 
overgrown juniper on the berm. Total 
cost: $4,600. Any additional work from 
the operational budget this year will 
await a financial review in September. 
 Meanwhile, Roger will be 
developing a refined estimate for 
resurfacing the berm path and extending 
the pathway to Chaucer View Circle.   
 
 Board elections -- The Board is 
required to designate annually an 
Elections Committee of at least three 
members whose responsibility is to 
conduct the election. This means 
receiving candidate petitions, mailing 
ballots, and receiving and counting 
ballots at the annual meeting, to be held 
this year on Thursday evening October 
16, at 8 PM at the Samuel Tucker 
Elementary School. The Board approved 
former President Leo Childs (Chairman), 
Serap Fern, and Paul Littman. This year, 
there are three seats up with terms 
expiring the end of this year. The new 
terms will commence January 1, 2009 
and expire December 31, 2011.  
Residents interested are required to 
submit a petition signed by at least five 
owners to Leo Childs by 5 PM Friday 26 



September, 21 days prior to the election. 
Ballots will be mailed shortly thereafter; 
they can be returned via mail or brought 
to the annual meeting, at which time 
they will be counted and the results 
announced. Should you have any 
questions, contact Leo Childs at 703-
823-1983 or lchilds@cox.net.  
 
 Up next month: Discussion (and 
perhaps vote) on amendments to the 
governing documents, report of the 
security study implementation task 
force, and initial discussion of our 
annual revised multi-year budget plan.  
Other than that, not much is happening. 
 Contact me: bwood@aiadc.org. 
 

COVENANTS COMMITTEE 
REPORT 

Spring inspections have been completed 
and inspection reports have been sent. 

Approvals: The Committee has 
approved the laying of fieldstone 
borders around landscaped areas of 
6316 Chaucer View Circle. There are 
currently no pending Covenants 
enforcement issues.  

 

NOTICE: It is against U.S. Postal 
regulations for carriers to solicit 
business for work unrelated to their 
assigned duties. It has come to the 
Board’s attention that this is taking 
place in Landmark Mews. Any 
resident solicited by a Post Office 
employee should contact Landmark 
Mews Property Manager, Roger 
Casalengo (rocky6325@aol.com or 
751-9242). 

 

REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY Courtesy of 
Fred and Nancie Williams, Weichert, 
Realtors and Landmark Mews homeowners. 

FOR SALE: 6271 Chaucer View Circle. 
List: $679,900; also for rent, $3500. 
 
UNDER CONTRACT: 6358 Brampton 
Court. 
 
 
SOCIAL 
The Mews Social Committee thanks 
residents who came out Sunday 
morning, May 25, for our SALUTE TO 
ROLLING THUNDER XXI 

Many Mews neighbors took the 
opportunity to visit one another, enjoy 
refreshments, and cheer the motorcycle 
riders of Rolling Thunder as they passed 
by the Mews along I-395. This is an 
annual tradition at the Mews, and we 
hope those who couldn’t attend this year 
will plan on joining the fun next year. 

GREAT IDEAS WELCOME! 
Have any great ideas for a 
community “social”? Share them 
with us at 
Social@landmarkmews.com  
 

VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED 
to help keep the streets leading to 
Landmark Mews clear of litter. If you 
are willing to help by becoming part of a 
clean-up team to pick up litter on an on-
going basis, please contact Board 
President, Bruce Wood at 
bwood@aiadc.org.  

 

Trash Pick-Up Days are 
Tuesday and Friday. Please DO NOT 
put trash out before 6:00 P.M. the prior 
evening. Secure trash in the heavy-
duty black garbage bags. Please help 
keep our community litter-free. 

 

CRIME PREVENTION 
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BE AWARE OF YOUR 
SURROUNDINGS 

The following is from the May 2008 
Security Assessment commissioned by 
the LMCA Board of Directors. The 
entire report is available on our website. 

 According to the US Census 
Bureau, of people residing in the vicinity 
of Landmark Mews, 6.2% are under 5 
years of age, 16.8% are under 18 years, 
and 9% are 65 years and older. 
Homeownership rate is 40% and the 
median value of occupied homes is 
$252,800.  The median income level is 
$56,054.00 per household, and 8.9% of 
people are living below poverty. 

 Landmark Mews is definitely an 
“island of higher value” within the 
geographic neighborhood and this fact 
makes us a potential target for crime. 

 Based on current statistics, 
Landmark Mews is surrounded by high 
crime neighborhoods. Although the 
crime within Landmark Mews is low, 
within one mile of Landmark Mews the 
crime rate is over three times the 
national average. Eight burglaries were 
reported in March (the most recent data 
available at the time the report was 
prepared), and overall, burglaries are 
rising.  

Most unlawful entries to a home 
are through windows and doors; the 
weakest part of the door is the lock and 
where it connects to the doorframe. A 
new lock-picking technique known as 
the “bump key” allows a criminal to 
quickly open almost any pin tumbler 
lock, which is the standard on most front 
doors. A strong lock gives an immediate 
visual indication to a criminal “casing” a 
home that the homeowner is serious 
about security and that the home may be 
harder to enter as opposed to a door that 
has a rusty, sagging lock.  

Patio doors, especially sliding 
glass doors, are easy entry points. Install 
locks specifically designed for sliding 
glass doors (and check to ensure your 
doors are installed correctly, preventing 
a criminal from lifting the door out of 
the track).  

Additionally, keep outdoor lights on at 
night, both in the rear and front of your 
home. Lighted front doors will not only 
help protect your home but will help to 
light our streets and enhance crime 
prevention measures within Landmark 
Mews. 


