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JOIN TOGETHER FOR 
LANDMARK MEWS’S 
‘NATIONAL NIGHT OUT’ 
AGAINT CRIME 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 4 
 
It's America's Night Out Against 
Crime!Neighborhoods through-
out Fairfax County are joining 
with thousands of communities 
nationwide on Tuesday, August 
4th, to participate in the annual 
'National Night Out'. National 
Night Out' is designed to: 
 
 

* Heighten crime and drug 
prevention awareness 
* Generate support and 



participation in crime efforts 
* Strengthen neighborhood spirit 
and police community relations 
 
On August 4th, residents are asked to 
turn on their porch lights, lock their 
doors and spend the evening outside 
with their neighbors, from 6:00 to 8:00 
p.m., at Manchester Way park. Hot dogs, 
burgers, and beverages will be provided 
by the social committee. We hope to get 
as many of our local law enforcement 
officers to stop by again and chat with 
residents about issues of concern – 
particularly safety in and around our 
community. Please come out to show 
Fairfax Police that we're a community 
that cares about crime prevention. 

FARMERS MARKETS 
West End Farmers Market at 4800 Bren-
man Park Drive, Sundays 9am to 1pm. 

Old Town Famers Market, 301 King 
Street, Saturdays 5:00am to 10:30am.  

Upper King Street Fresh Farmers 
Market, 1806 King Street, Wednesdays 
3:00pm to 7:00pm. 

Del Ray Farmers Market, corner of East 
Oxford and Mount Vernon Avenues, 
Saturdays 8:00am to noon. 

Annandale Farmer's Market, Mason 
District Park 6621 Columbia Pike 
Annandale. Thursdays, May 7- Nov 5 
8am to 12pm, rain or shine 
 
KITCHEN RENOVATION TOUR IN 
THE MEWS  
The Social Committee extends their 
warmest thanks to Mews residents who 
graciously opened their home for the 
June 14 Kitchen Renovation Tour: 
Dennis and Diana Flynn, Robert and 
Debbie Ridgely, Loren Sciurba and 
Karen Gray, Tony and Michele Dropp, 

and Brenda Johnson. All kitchens were 
beautiful and all very distinctive! 
Fabulous attention to detail and great 
ideas were the order of the day. Nearly 
50 residents and their guests registered 
and attended the tour. For a change, the 
weather was particularly cooperative and 
all enjoyed a happy hour social in 
Manchester Park immediately following 
the tour.  
Mews Social Committee:  Co-chairs 
Michele Dropp & Estella Laguna; Members 
Linda Childs, Serap Fern, Eve Holtzman, 
Brenda Johnson, Julie Kind, Kathleen Ryan, 
Bea Taylor, Nancie Williams.Email: 
Social@landmarkmews.com 

 

Next Home Renovation Tour 
– Sunday, September 20th. 
Save the Date! 
Interested in showcasing a home 
renovation project you’ve done? Contact 
the Social Committee: social@landmark 
mews.com to put your home renovation 
on the tour list. The September 
renovation tour will cover any and all 
home renovations. Powder room & 
bathrooms? Sure! Closets? Absolutely! 
Decks/Patios? Wonderful! Family rooms 
or entire floor of a house? YES! Garage 
reorganization?  Of course! 

To add your home to the tour list, the 
Social Committee needs to hear from 
you no later than August 20th.  Email 
social@landmarkmews.com. The tour 
will take place rain or shine.  

Registration to attend the tour will run 
from August 30 to September 11 only.  
The dates are firm so please do not 
register too early...and everyone 
attending must register. 

EXTERNAL LIGHTING 
RECOMMENDATION: USE AN 
OUTSIDE LIGHT TIMER 



In the interest of security through better 
community lighting, residents are asked 
to turn on front and back lights every 
evening; however, it can be a chore to 
remember. In fact, if you return to your 
home after dark and the exterior lights 
are not on, it could be dangerous. I have 
installed a Switch/Timer from the 
Intermatic company for the front and 
back lights. The Switch/Timer is 
superior to the sensor types, because 
sensors reduce the amount of light 
through resistance almost 30%. Why pay 
for light that never gets out of the bulb? 

The timer has a battery backup installed 
and is easy to program. It replaces the 
existing switch with a “Decora” style 
size, which is a rectangular shape. Since 
we are energy conscious and many have 
changed to the Compact Fluorescent 
Light (CFL), be sure that you choose the 
model that can handle these, as well as 
regular incandescent bulbs. 

Basically, once connected into the 
existing wiring for the light, you enter 
the date, time and your general location 
(central latitudes for us) and it knows 
when dawn to dusk occurs—ain’t 
technology great! You can also set it to 
turn on and off at fixed times. You also 
have the option to manually turn the 
light on and off. The model that handles 
both CFLs and incandescent is the 
Intermatic Model ST01 Series. I picked 
it up at Home Depot for $37. A great 
investment. Any questions, let me know. 

Robert Ridgely – rridgely@cox.net 

ANNUAL LMCA 
HOMEOWNERS MEETING 
The Annual Meeting this year is 
Thursday, October 15, at 8 PM.  It will 
once again be held at the Samuel Tucker 
Elementary School in Cameron Station. 
 

BOARD MEETING DATES 
August 12—Joel Kaplan, 6309 Chaucer 
View Circle 
September 9—Siham Wehbi, 6270 
Chaucer Lane 
October 14—Roger Casalengo, 6325 
Manchester Way 
November 11—Linda Carter, 6304 
Chaucer View Circle 
December 9—Bruce Wood, 6362 
Brampton Court 
Meetings begin at 7:00pm 
 

PROJECTED BOARD 
VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT 
Although there’s no definite date as of 
now, Karen Kovach, the LMCA 
Secretary, expects to be moving from the 
community before the end of the year. 

To ensure continuity of record-keeping, 
the Board needs to identify and appoint a 
replacement. The Board Secretary 
position is currently compensated at 
$300.00 a month. 

Anyone who is interested is asked to 
contact Karen Kovach or Bruce Wood 
for more information about the 
Secretaries responsibilities. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
 July’s Board meeting entailed 
mostly updates on a broad number of 
matters – financial, property, 
Neighborhood Watch – and a discussion 
and approval of the community survey.  
Next month’s meeting will include 
approval of a revised multi-year budget 
plan, based on Treasurer Marty 
McDonald’s revised 2009 numbers and 
initial 2010 projection.  I anticipate by 
then having tabulated responses to the 
survey which was distributed this past 
Saturday; we look forward to hearing 



from you, so please take a few minutes 
to complete the form and return it in the 
supplied envelope.  The Board also will 
have in hand a report from the 
Landscape Advisory Committee (Linda 
Childs, Estella Laguna, Simon Bennett) 
that will serve as a baseline review.  A 
few more details: 

Financial – Marty reports that 
we are on target in our operational 
spending categories – contract expenses; 
other mandatory services/supplies; and 
landscape projects.  Furthermore, we 
anticipate tapping our major 
infrastructure reserve (restricted reserve) 
for about $18,000 in street repairs by the 
end of the month.  Added to this our 
expenses for further wall repairs brings 
the anticipated total restricted reserve 
expenditure to about $23,000.  We had 
hoped to not tap this reserve this year at 
all, but our winter was harsher on our 
streets than expected.  This is an 
illustration why we need to do an annual 
multi-year budget plan, so we don’t find 
ourselves a few years out having under-
reserved for major capital 
improvements. 

Property – Roger Casalengo 
reported on the status of landscape 
projects and other work: It’s on 
schedule.  Lighting improvements are in 
progress and will be completed by the 
end of the month, as will be landscape 
improvements at the end of Cottingham, 
in connection with the installation of 
lighting there.  Alley maintenance is also 
planned, our periodic clean-up of those 
three areas.  A reminder: Residents are 
not permitted to store anything in the 
alleys (e.g., grills, benches) and are 
discouraged from planting anything 
there that will be of any significant size, 
so as to be an impediment to drainage.  
Residents may plant trees there off an 
approved list Roger maintains, so if you 

are contemplating planting anything, 
please check with Roger first.  The 
Board also approved moving to higher 
efficient lighting as lamp post ballasts 
fail.  Although entailing some cost in 
transitioning because of modifications 
necessary to the lamp post, longer-term, 
we will recover our costs versus 
replacing aging ballasts that are 
increasingly more difficult to purchase 
and a $300 materials expense alone. 

Covenants – Interim Chairman 
Dick Fiske reported that reception to the 
spring round of inspection reports has 
been favorable, notwithstanding a couple 
handfuls of complaints on which he and 
Committee member Tony Dropp are 
following up.  If you have questions or a 
complaint about your inspection, please 
let Dick know by emailing him at 
covenants@landmarkmews.com.  Dick 
has allowed there have been several 
matters, about which an adjustment with 
RCS Management may be appropriate, 
but those are relatively few, and I hope 
that residents do not lose sight of the 
overall success with this initial 
experience with contracted inspections 
and the detailed oversight Dick has 
given it. 

Dick also reported that several 
individual owner enforcement issues has 
been favorably resolved – a relief to us 
all – although a couple remain.  All in all 
an excellent report. 

Before undertaking any outside 
modifications, please consult the 
Architectural Standards, obtain the 
signatures of your two adjacent owners, 
and submit the form to Dick for 
approval.  If you have any questions, do 
not hesitate to contact him.  I am 
surprised at times to see what residents 
do, either without a clue as to whether 
any standard exists or simply in defiance 
of our rules. 



Neighborhood Watch – Joel 
Kaplan, Lloyd Muller and a few others 
are now participating.  Joel is still 
searching for block captains and other 
volunteers.  Please contact him if 
interested: jsuperk@2008hotmail.com. 
 Elections – As reported last 
month, there are two Board seats up this 
year: Mine and that of the Vice 
President, Loren Sciurba.  If you are 
interested in running, you must submit a 
petition signed by at least 5 owners of 5 
properties, by 5 PM September 25, to 
Elections Committee Chair Grace 
Hughes, 5208 Bedlington Terrace.  
Ballots will be tabulated at the Annual 
Meeting, October 15, at the Samuel 
Tucker Elementary School, in Cameron 
Station.  The meeting will begin at 8 
PM. 
 That’s all for now.  The next 
Board meeting will be August 12 at the 
home of Joel Kaplan, 6309 Chaucer 
View Circle, beginning at 7 PM. Contact 
me: bwood@aiadc.org. 


