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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
 
 May I be the last person to wish all of you a Happy New Year.  With this meeting 
we formally welcomed new member Bill Gaffney and welcomed anew Delia Riso, 
beginning her first full three-year term. With this meeting, I begin my second year as 
President, Loren Sciurba his second year as Vice-President, Marty McDonald his seventh 
year as Treasurer, and Karen Kovach, in a return engagement, her first year as Secretary. 
Property Manager Roger Casalengo also begins his seventh year.  We and the rest of the 
Board are committed to a constructive and productive year on behalf of all of you. 

We first pause to remember fondly Ingrid Voigt who left us suddenly January 7.  
Ingrid edited the Mews News for the past year and assisted in other ways as the need 
arose, from helping Covenants Co-Chairman Adrian Polk from time to time, to setting up 
the interview with the Washington Post reporter that led to the Post’s publication of an 
article on our community this past spring in Saturday’s “Where We Live” feature.  Ingrid 
was energetic, vivacious, a dynamo, and we will miss her greatly.  We all extend to Ken 
our deepest sympathies for his loss. 

With our first meeting of the year, the Board approved 2008 Goals & Objectives 
and took its first step in addressing Mews security. 

Goals & Objectives -- Our Goals & Objectives are 
• Protect the Financial Integrity of the Association; 
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• Approve Revisions to the Governing Documents Based on Task Force 
Recommendations, and Win Community Ratification; 

• Complete Review of the Architectural Standards; 
• Develop a Plan for Enhancing Community Security; and 
• Implement Landscaping and Infrastructure Program, as Approved by the 

Board. 
 
These, then, will be our focus.  Undoubtedly, there will be “surprises,” because 

we only know what we know.  We will address whatever arises, deliberately and 
responsibly, in fulfilling our duty to you for whom we serve. 

Security -- The Board adopted a four-point security plan in response to the rash of 
auto vandalism (and two car thefts) over the past five months.  These incidents have 
occurred both inside and outside the walls.  Stolen vehicles also are dumped from time to 
time along Stevenson Avenue.  For years, auto vandalism has occurred along our 
perimeter walls – Stevenson Avenue, Stultz Road, and Landmark Mews Drive.  Yet, as 
aggravating and unsettling as all this is, our community is not considered a high-crime 
area; and Boards in past years have tried unsuccessfully to obtain additional police 
patrols.  We will try again.  However, the Board is committed this time to expending 
resources, with or without further police assistance. 

First, the Board approved retention of off-duty police for a limited period.  This 
program is coordinated through the Fairfax County Police.  Officers will have arrest 
authority and be able to call for back-up assistance if necessary.  We hope to have this 
program in place by February 1, and it will extend until May 3.  Funding a single officer, 
fours nights weekly, four hours per night, will cost $10,250. That is a significant sum, but 
we will see what results.  We will evaluate the program in April and decide whether to 
continue it, and if so, in its current or a modified form.  Obviously, our hope is to dis-
courage the presence of criminals in our neighborhood – with luck even capture them – 
so we can suspend the program in May.  However, if we conclude this to be an indefinite 
obligation, the cost implications are clear. 

Second, the Board committed to explore the cost of gating the community.  While 
some sentiment exists in our community for taking this step, no one has the foggiest idea 
of the cost and technical challenges.  We will find out and then will know whether this is 
a realistic option and, if it is, whether it is advisable to pursue.  Suffice it to say, we’re a 
long way from being able to intelligently judge this option. 

Third, we will explore instituting a Neighborhood Watch program.  Although no 
one envisions residents wandering around the community in the wee hours of the 
morning, there are aspects of this program, such as promoting heightened community 
awareness, that do  not involve volunteer resident participation. 

Fourth, we will explore the possibility of having our perimeter streets designated 
special parking districts by the Fairfax County Board.  This too is a longer-term project, 
as the application process is extensive, and considerable effort will be required.  Our 
objective will be to more easily spot cars parked along these streets that do not belong to 
residents or guests (such as stolen or abandoned vehicles), or simply others with an 
unclear purpose. 

All of this is a tall order; and I do not want to leave you with the impression we 
are convinced any of this will work.  But, we are committed to trying. 



Covenants Committee – Although this is the slow season, shortly Covenants 
Committee Co-Chairman Wayne Brewer and his Committee will be planning spring 
inspections.  Stay tuned. 

Architectural Standards Review – Elsewhere in this newsletter is another 
solicitation of your views on the architectural standards.  The Architec-tural Standards 
Task Force solicited your views with November’s Mews News, requesting feedback by 
January 1.  Three residents responded.  Before the Task Force meets again in early 
February, we wanted to give everyone one last chance before the first draft.  Of course, 
there will be an opportunity to comment on the draft. 

Residents’ Directory – Secretary Karen Kovach continues preparing an updated 
residents’ directory, though with some difficulty because so many of you have not 
responded to last month’s request for updated contact information.  So, I make a renewed 
plea for you to submit your contact information to her – lmkovach@cox.net.  If you’ve 
changed email addresses in the past year or so, and if you wish to be included on the 
Mews group email that I use to notify the community of matters urgent (e.g., crime 
reports) or time-sensitive (e.g., trash collection schedule changes), let her know.  Ditto for 
renters now receiving the Mews News.  In emailing residents recently, both in reporting 
incidents of crime and the trash contractor’s holiday schedule, I continued receiving a 
number of email rejections, even in re-emailing these individuals separately.  If we do not 
receive updated emails addresses from these residents, their email addresses will be 
deleted with republication of the directory. 

Un-neighborly Behavior – I regret even having to raise this.  Two items: First, 
again we are receiving complaints of residents not cleaning up after their pets.  Please 
clean up.  Please.  Second, one resident complained of trash being dumped on the hood of 
her car and of unkind (and unsigned) letters being left as well.  To the perpetrator, let me 
say, if you have a Covenants issue with a neighbor, take it up with the Covenants 
Committee.  But, whether or not it is a Covenants matter, your conduct is shameful and 
simply appalling.  Cease. 

Mews News – Finally, my thanks to Karen Kovach who has graciously agreed to 
assume responsibility for the Mews News, beginning with this issue.  Karen edited the 
Mews News for several years before Ingrid stepped forward early last year. 

And, that’s a wrap.  Contact me: bwood@aiadc.org. 
 

Architectural Standards Review 
 

As mentioned in a notice published in the November 2007 Mews News, President 
Bruce Wood has appointed an ad hoc committee to review the LMCA Architectural 
Standards and make recommendations to the Board of Directors for any changes deemed 
appropriate.  In the notice, the committee solicited comments from homeowners by year 
end concerning the Architectural Standards, and a few such comments have been 
received. 

Before proceeding with its deliberations, however, the committee is making a 
final solicitation to homeowners for any comments they may have concerning the 
Architectural Standards.  As mentioned in the earlier notice, issues that have arisen in the 
past include: (1) exterior paint colors, (2) exterior window frame colors, (3) substitute 
materials for siding and decks, (4) fiberglass doors, (5) above deck structures, (6) 
awnings, and (7) driveway and sidewalk materials.  Please send your comments 
concerning these or any other relevant issues to one or more of the following committee 
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members by February 1, 2008 to ensure that your views will be considered by the 
committee in its deliberations. 
Paul Edgell (gpedgell@mindspring.com); Bruce Wood (bwood@aiadc.org); Dennis 
Flynn (dennisjflynn@cox.net); Loren Sciurba (lsciurba@gmail.com); Adrian Polk 
(woogs432@aol.com); andWayne Brewer (cwayne.brewer@usda.gov) 
 
SOCIALLY SPEAKING… 
 
Jingle bells, jingle bells 
Thanks to all Mews neighbors for your support of our first “Mews Christmas Caroling 
Night” this holiday season! We had nearly 20 dedicated souls that came to sing their 
hearts out on a very cold and windy evening! Special thanks to Nancie and Fred Williams 
for opening their home for pre-caroling nourishment of hot cider and a quick review of 
songs. We were at times a little off tune, but none the less, a good time was had by all. 
 
And the winner is… 
We also had our FIRST Holiday Door Decorating contest. Making it extra special were 
the number of residents that participated. Front doors were creatively and beautifully 
decorated, lending a festive spirit to the Mews. 
 
It was very difficult to select only one, but we are pleased to announce that this year’s 
winner is the home of Karin and Paul Edgell on Chaucer View Circle. 
The Edgell's received a $50 Amex gift card. Honorable Mention goes to Mary Ellen 
Kincaid-Amos on Chaucer Lane. 
From all of us on the Mews Social Committee, we wish you all a very happy, healthy and 
prosperous 2008. 
 
REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY -- January, 2008   Courtesy of Fred and Nancie 
Williams, Weichert, Realtors and Landmark Mews homeowners. 
   6368 Brampton Court  Rented  $2450 
   6254 Masefield Court  Rented  $2300 
For Rent  5205 Cottingham Place   $2200 
For Sale  5205 Cottingham Place   $559,000 
For Sale  6357 Brampton Court  List  $575,000 
For Sale  6324 Manchester Way List  $575,000 
For Sale  6263 Masefield Court  List  $575,000 
 
 
BULLETIN BOARD   If you have an item for sale, general announcement, or a 
contractor or vendor name to share, notify the  Mews News editor.  Submissions to the 
Mews News must be received by the 12th of the month. Email lmkovach@cox.net or 
deliver a typed or handwritten submission to the Karen Kovach, 6313 Chaucer View Cir.  
 
SAFETY AWARENESS  
“Vehicle Safety” begins a three-part series to raise residents’ awareness of security and 
crime prevention. Next month will highlight “Safeguarding Your Residence,” followed 
by tips from the National Crime Prevention Council on keeping our neighborhood safe. 

mailto:gpedgell@mindspring.com
mailto:bwood@aiadc.org
mailto:dennisjflynn@cox.net
mailto:lsciurba@gmail.com
mailto:woogs432@aol.com
mailto:cwayne.brewer@usda.gov


 
LOVED PETS NEED A NEW HOME 
 
Ingrid Voigt cared for everyone who crossed her path—that is to say, for all creatures, the 
2- and 4-legged. Stray cats invariably found food and shelter in her yard, and this past 
summer Ingrid rescued two young siblings, one black, one grey.  She delighted in their 
antics and camaraderie and gave them lots of love. These young cats now need a good 
home, preferably one that will keep them together, as Ingrid wanted. They have had their 
shots, been spayed and neutered, and are litter-box trained. If a good home isn’t found, 
they will have to be turned over to the animal shelter. Please, if you can help, contact Ken 
Voigt, or Karen Kovach (lmkovach@cox.net).  
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