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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

August’s Board meeting focused on our 
evolving 2010 budget, miscellaneous 
property issues, Neighborhood Watch, and 
resident survey results. 

 Financial/budget – Treasurer Marty 
McDonald updated us on our 2009 budget 
and on a revised draft 2010 budget the 
Board will adopt at our October meeting.  
Literally, the bottom line on our Operations 
Budget is we remain in good shape.  
Contract (Bucket 1) expenditures are 
running about $4,000 below budget, due 
mostly to the renegotiated trash contract, 
which is more favorable than our previous 

contract. Business (Mandatory) Expenses 
(Bucket 2) are also running below budget by 
about $3,000. 

Other Maintenance & Services 
(Bucket 3), always the most uncertain 
budget area, through which we fund 
maintenance, landscape and other projects, 
is running about as anticipated; planned 
projects for the year are mostly completed. 
Lighting upgrades are mostly completed 
($11,311), as is landscape timber 
replacement/repair ($11,000), Stevenson 
Avenue re-plantings ($3,146), and a host of 
miscellaneous work.  We’ve also incurred 
water charges for Stevenson Avenue 



because of the severe drought and have 
reached an agreement with Valley Crest for 
capping these charges while ensuring 
sufficient watering to preserve our shrubs. 
Some new shrubs have died, but Valley 
Crest will be replacing these without cost. 

Major infrastructure repairs, funded 
out of the Restricted Reserve (Bucket 4), 
also have been completed, with street 
patching and crack sealing done in the past 
few weeks. Street repairs cost us $18,286; 
and wall repairs, $5,100, bringing our total 
so far this year to $23,386. The berm path 
will be sealed next (est’d $1,300) for a total 
anticipated expenditure of $24,686. 

The Board also discussed a revised 
Multi-Year Budget Plan for 2009.  The 
Budget Plan, in contrast to the next year’s 
budget, looks out 7 years, factoring in 
expected end-of-year budget totals and the 
following year’s numbers, while 
extrapolating those numbers through 2016. 
Planned infrastructure improvements are 
based on our infrastructure components 
reserve study, completed in 2007 and 
updated in part last year, as well as on 
experience. 

This exercise is intended to give the 
Board a longer-range view of cost trends, 
understanding we only know what we know 
and that an unpleasant surprise could be 
around the next corner.  We hope to have 
planned well enough to ameliorate the worst 
of any surprise.  Thus, last year, we secured 
an updated infrastructure analysis for our 
streets and sidewalks (asphalt and concrete), 
although we are not scheduled for a more 
comprehensive analysis until 2011, as 
required by law. Last year’s analysis 
deemed our asphalt and concrete to be in 
better shape than the 2007 study predicted, 
permitting us to move to 2014 from 2011 
our planned replacement of the streets. Yet, 
we still were required this year to spend over 
$18,000 on street repairs. Deferral of major 
work does not mean we can spend nothing 
on maintenance in the interim, as I’ve heard 
a few residents claim. If we didn’t continue 
our street maintenance, our street 

replacement costs would be even costlier 
because of more extensive erosion by 2014.  
That’s not my opinion, but the opinion of 
both contractors and reserve analysts. 

A revised Multi-Year Budget Plan 
will be approved at the September Board 
meeting. 

 Neighborhood Watch: The Board 
approved a resolution formally creating 
Neighborhood Watch and providing a 
structure for its operations.  The resolution 
sets out goals, authority, eligibility, and 
appointment of volunteers. The Board has 
sole authority to appoint the Neighborhood 
Watch Coordinator, as well as any 
volunteers, and may remove them with or 
without cause. With this structure, it will be 
clear Neighborhood Watch operates under 
supervision of the Board. The Board 
approved Joel Kaplan as Coordinator, for a 
two-year term, and Watch volunteers Lloyd 
Muller (6260 Chaucer Lane), Chris 
Thompson (6313 Chaucer View Circle), and 
Lea Abrams (6333 Chaucer View Circle). 
Joel is recruiting more volunteers, and I urge 
residents to consider volunteering to make 
this initiative successful. Joel is doing a 
terrific job but can’t do this virtually by 
himself. So, consider taking a bit of time a 
few evenings a month to be the extra eyes 
and ears we need. 

Residents Survey: The Board’s 
survey generated an excellent response rate: 
80 responses, even better than the 62 
responding to the security survey a year ago. 
It also generated a copious number of 
comments, positive and negative. Those 
comments have been compiled and 
eventually will be posted on the website, 
annotating the survey. The numerical results 
are included here.   Summarizing the 
winners and losers: 

Winners: 
• Progress on improving security 
• Landscaping maintenance 
• Covenants inspections 
• Mews maintenance 
• Parking enforcement 



• Familiarity with Board’s financial 
statements 

• Board management of finances 
• Website use/satisfaction 

Losers: 
• Berm improvements/terracing 
• Changes to architectural stan-dards 
• Changes to parking rules 
• Permitting voluntary dues debit 
• Trash bins/putting out trash on 

morning of pick-up 
• Explore contracting with private 

shuttle service 
The Board will review all comments.  

I’ve personally read about half so far. What 
is striking, but perhaps should not be 
surprising, is the wide diversity of opinion 
among Mews residents. Yet, there is a 
consensus—and in many cases a strong 
consensus—on a number of specific 
questions. The survey paints a picture of a 
community generally satisfied with its 
neighborhood but not without concerns, and 
topped with wanting to keep things pretty 
much the way they are. The survey also 
reminds the Board of your strong desire for 
the Board to husband our finances and be 
good stewards of your dues; it also shows, 
by an overwhelming margin, you believe we 
are doing so. 

 What comments show, as well, is 
either a degree of misinformation on certain 
issues or a complete difference in views, or 
both. For example, many comments are 
critical of the Board’s spending to improve 
the berm. Until last year, next to nothing had 
been spent on the berm in the entire life of 
the community, over 25 years. And, it 
showed. Every dollar spent on the berm last 
year was well-justified. Following are the 
facts: 

• Remove junipers and install hollies 
on berm path: $5,773 Purpose: 
Eliminate plantings that became too 
large to trim and were overtaking 
the pathway.  Security study 
recommended removal as well. 

• Remove junipers and re-seed berm 
path. $2,141. Purpose: Same as 
above 

• Berm extension and steps to 
Chaucer View Circle (Restricted 
Reserve funded): $10,929 
Legal/survey expenses (unrestricted 
reserve): $2,335 Purpose: Facilitate 
access to other part of the 
community, eliminating grass/mud 
slip hazard. Legal/survey expenses 
necessary to site pathway and obtain 
easement from resident. 

• Berm path resurfacing (Re-stricted 
reserve funds): $10,132 Purpose: 
Improve path that was cracked and 
breaking up, becoming a trip hazard. 

 TOTAL COST (2008):$31,310 

This year, we have spent $4,100 on 
the berm, all for installing lighting along the 
berm wall, as recommended by the security 
study and, in the context of improving 
lighting throughout the community, 
supported by a wide margin of residents in 
last year’s security survey. We will spend 
$1,300 this year to seal the path, to preserve 
it and minimize future maintenance. We also 
have not completed re-planting, eliminating 
other dead bushes, trimming/pruning, and 
moving or eliminating a few large plantings. 
That will be done, as funds allow. These are 
the facts. I will leave to residents’ judgment 
whether the Board has “wasted” money on 
the berm. 

There is a theme running through 
some comments that funds spent anywhere 
in the community are “wasted” unless the 
resident lives adjacent to the area being 
improved or walks in that area. That narrow 
view of a community – and of a Board’s 
obligation to the community – is completely 
un-realistic and is the antithesis of the nature 
of community itself. The Board’s obligation 
is to the entire community, and its decisions 
benefit the entire community, even if certain 
residents don’t live in a particular spot. 
That’s true for the berm, the alleys which 
residents own but which the Board 
maintains at community expense to ensure 
better maintenance and drainage, to the 



pathways from Chaucer View Circle to 
Landmark Mews Drive, to Manchester Park 
and Stevenson Avenue, and the $11,000 we 
will spend this year to replace rotted 
landscape timbers mostly on the Stevenson 
Avenue side of the community. And, it’s 
true for all the improved lighting throughout 
the community – along the berm wall, the 
ends of Bedlington, Cottingham, and 
Masefield Court, and the lamp post along 
Chaucer Lane. I reject the crimped views of 
these residents and believe the 
overwhelming majority of their neighbors 
do as well, if the survey’s results are at all 
an indication. 

Elections: There are two Board seats up this 
year: mine and that of the Vice President, 
Loren Sciurba. Loren is completing his first 
three-year term (and three years as Vice 
President). I am completing my second 
three-year term (and three years as 
President). There are no term limits. If you 
are interested in running, you must submit a 
petition signed by at least five owners of 
five properties, by 5 PM September 25, to 
Elections Committee Chair Grace Hughes, 
5208 Bedlington Terrace. Ballots will be 
tabulated at the annual meeting, October 15, 
at the Samuel Tucker Elementary School, in 
Cameron Station. Meeting begins at 8 PM. 

The Board’s next meeting is 
September 9 at the home of Board member 
Siham Wehbi, 6270 Chaucer Lane, 
beginning at 7 PM.  Contact me: 
bwood@aiadc.org. 

 
ANNUAL LMCA HOMEOWNERS 
MEETING 
The Annual Meeting this year is Thursday, 
October 15, at 8 PM.  It will once again be 
held at the Samuel Tucker Elementary 
School in Cameron Station. 
BOARD MEETING DATES 
 ** NOTE CHANGE IN OCT. 
Sept 9—Siham Wehbi, 6270 ChaucerLane 
October 7—Roger Casalengo, 6325 
Manchester Way (First Wednesday) 
November 11—Linda Carter, 6304 CVC 

December 9—Bruce Wood, 6362 Brampton  
Meetings begin at 7:00pm 
 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION FROM 
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 
Members of the Neighborhood Watch will 
call residents whose garage doors are open, 
day or night. Open garage doors provide a 
fairly hidden area for burglaries of items 
from the garage (as well of vehicles in 
them). More importantly it provides an easy 
(and unobserved) access to the home. Any 
resident NOT WANTING to be notified of 
an open garage must inform the NW 
committee “do not call.” 

Please be good neighbors for one another 
and move newspapers from the 
driveway/sidewalk to the front door by mid-
morning and trash and recycling bins to the 
garage door, if these items are still at the 
curb after the service comes by. Items left at 
the curb for are a signal that the home is 
unoccupied. Most burglaries take place 
during the day. 

PLEASE HELP. It takes very little time to 
make a big difference in community safety. 
Flyers asking for volunteers for 
Neighborhood Watch were distributed last 
week, but so far no one has responded. The 
Watch Program needs volunteers. The Board 
urges all residents to consider taking part. 
Please contact the Neighborhood Watch 
Chairman, Joel Kaplan, at email 
jsuperk2008@hotmail.com . 
 
VEHICAL DECAL PROGRAM 

The LMCA vehicle decal program matches 
residents to any motorized vehicles garaged 
or parked in the community or surrounding 
streets. The purpose is to more readily 
determine vehicles belonging to residents 
versus guests and other vehicles that may 
have been stolen and/or abandoned. 

Decals are to be affixed to the rear window, 
in the lower corner, on the driver's side of 
the vehicle. For motorcycles or motor 



scooters the decal should be affixed in an 
area easy for identification. 

New residents are required to obtain a decal 
within 30 days of moving into the 
community. Current residents moving out of 
the community are required to surrender 
their decal(s). To obtain a replacement decal 
for any new vehicle, contact, or for any 
questions, contact: Karen Kovach, 
secretary@landmarkmews.com 

 

ANOTHER WAY TO SERVE THE 
COMMUNITY: 

The LMCA is looking for a Board 
Secretary—compensated position at $300.00 
a month. Duties include: attending monthly 
Board meetings and preparing minutes; 
updating the Book of Resolutions and 
Decisions; keeping Association files and 
records; maintaining the directory; 
managing the vehicle decal program; and 
publishing the Mews News. The secretary 
will also do some tasks relating to 
maintenance of the LMCA website (note: 
the Association employs a webmaster who 
posts documents to the site.) The secretary 
will issue passwords, monitor the site to 
keep it current, and generally 
oversee/coordinate with the webmaster. 
Contact Bruce Wood bwood@aiadc.org or 
email secretary@landmarkmews.com. 

 
REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY Courtesy of Fred 
and Nancie Williams, Weichert, Realtors and 
Landmark Mews homeowners. 
SHORT SALE: 6268 MASEFIELD CT 
$445.000  
RENTED: 6368 BRAMPTON CT $2,500  

ART FOR SALE: Showing Exclusively for 
Landmark Mews residents and guests. 
Framed original works and signed/numbered 
prints priced up to $400.00 (firm) for 
“Scouts Blunder” (480/1000) by Don Stivers 
(1982).  Unique original painting of the 
White House in acrylic, circa 1950s, asking 
$300.00.  Many more prints of a variety of 

subjects, including collectible Bessie Pease 
Gutmann prints in vintage frames.  

Saturday, August 29, 10:00am to 2:00pm. 
Viewing in garage of 6314 Manchester 
Way, rain or shine. 



 

MEWS NEWS SUPPLEMENT 
 

2009 Landmark Mews Survey Results 
 

Tabulated Results 
80 Responses 

(1)  Security 
In response to last year’s security study by William H. Gordon Associates and the 
residents’ security survey, the Board adopted a plan comprising: (1) Creating a 
Neighborhood Watch; (2) Enhancing lighting; (3) vehicle decals to more easily identify 
resident and non-resident vehicles; and (4) better securing our perimeter by (a) installing 
CCTV cameras at key access points and surveilling perimeter streets; (b) enclosing the 
wall at the end of Landmark Mews Drive; and (c) installing electronic key access to 
pedestrian gates. Neighborhood Watch has now been launched; vehicle decal program 
initiated, enhanced lighting is being installed; and a technical/cost review of cameras is 
on-going. We also removed overgrown bushes on the berm the security study noted could 
be hiding places for criminals. 
 
Are you satisfied with progress so far?  Yes 63   No 12 
 
 (2)  Landscaping 
Are you satisfied with the way the berm and other common areas are used and 
maintained?  Yes 61   No 17  
 
Are there any improvements/changes would you like to see on the berm or other common 
areas?  Yes 14  No 51 
 
Would you support terracing part of the berm, for community functions, similar to 
Manchester Park, with any resident group use strictly regulated? 
  Yes 11  No 59 
 
(3)  Covenants 
This is the first year inspections have been contracted out to a management company, 
albeit it with close supervision by the Covenants Committee.  Are you satisfied with the 
way homes are inspected?  Yes 49  No 22 
 
Are you satisfied with how homes in the Mews are maintained?  Yes 70  No 4 
 
The Architectural Standards were last amended in April 2008.  Do you have any 
suggestions for changes to the Architectural Standards or enforcement rules? 
Yes 21  No 46 
 
 (4)  Parking 



Visitor parking rules permit residents to park in visitor slots from 8 PM until 10 AM the 
following day. Overnight guests are to have a notice placed on the dashboard noting the 
address visiting.  On-street parking is prohibited, as our streets are fire lanes. Are you 
satisfied with the way parking is maintained and enforced?  Yes 54  No 20 
 
Are there any changes you would suggest to improve community parking?   
Yes 23  No 43 
 
 (5)  Dues Collection 
A common means of paying bills is through an automatic dues (Automatic Clearing 
House – ACH) debit from an account, typically a checking account.  This is a 
convenience to the payer and a benefit to the payee, ensuring payments are made, and 
funds are deposited, timely, so as to accrue interest at the earliest moment. Would you 
pay your dues by electronic (ACH) debit if it were offered?  Yes 32  No 44 
 
There is a cost to the payee for maintaining this service that would be about $15 per year 
per participant.  If you answered Yes, would you be willing to pay an annual fee for this 
service (e.g., (@ $15/yr)?  Or, should the fee be borne whole or in part by the community 
as a resident service? 
 
17 Pay an annual fee to offset cost 
24 Fee absorbed by Mews budget  
 
(6)  Trash Collection 
Our rules state that residents should place trash in dark plastic bags no earlier than dusk 
of the evening prior to pickup.  A few residents use trash bins instead, as permitted by 
Fairfax County. There are intermittent complaints about trash bags being broken into by 
animals and some residents have wanted to use bins. There also are complaints about 
residents leaving empty bins outside, not storing them in garages. 
Do you believe homeowners should be encouraged (or even required) to use trash bins? 
Yes 8  No 43 
 
Would you support requiring trash bags be placed outside for pickup on the morning of 
pickup (e.g., no earlier than 6 AM), as a means of discouraging nocturnal animals 
breaking into bags?  Yes 21  No 57 
 
(7)  Bus Service 
Recently, the Metrobus service to the community was cancelled. Should the Board 
explore the possibility of contracting with a private shuttle service?  Yes 15  No 58 
 
If we had such a service, would you use it?  Yes 12   No 56 
 
If you answered Yes, how often would you use it?  
8  Monday-Friday 
3  2-3 days per week 
4  Intermittently; less than once a week 



 
The cost of shuttle service could be paid by the community, as a service to the 
community and an attractive feature for potential buyers. It also could be paid by 
participants, in whole or part. If a service were provided, should the cost be: 
 
7  Funded by the community through the Mews budget 
35  Funded entirely by participants 
10  Funded in part by the Mews budget and participants 
 
(8)  Finances 
The Treasurer provides the Board monthly with detailed financial statements that are 
posted on the website. Are you familiar with the community's financial statements? 
Yes 57  No 18 
 
If so, are you satisfied with the way the Board has managed the community’s finances? 
Yes 52  No 12 
 
 (9)  Website 
In 2004, the Mews upgraded its website (www.landmarkmews.com), permitting posting 
of documents and to serve longer-term as the community’s archive.  All Board materials 
are posted, including financial statements, President’s reports, Board agendas, governing 
documents, and other key documents. 
 
Do you use the website? 
  Yes 53  No 26 
 
If you answered Yes, how often? 
  8  2-3 times per month 
  39 Less than twice per month 
  0  More than 3 times per month 
 
Are you satisfied with the website? 
  Yes 51  No 1 
 
(10)  General 
What should be the Board's primary concern in the next 12 months? What other issues 
would you like the Board to address? 


