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For Board meeting dates & locations, minutes & reports, governing documents, 
architectural standards, community news, residents directory, and other 
important information, log on to  www.LANDMARKMEWS.COM. 

NOTICE: The on-line Residents’ Directory was last updated in March 
2008. An update is in progress to include all current residents; the 
anticipated posting date is June 2009. Point of contact is 
secretary@landmarkmews.com  
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

At the risk of jinxing us, I can say that so 
far we’re having a successful year.  
“Successful,” in that there have not been 
any rude surprises, financial or 
otherwise, and we are on track with our 
planned capital and maintenance 
improvements.  Furthermore, we have 
not experienced a recurrence of auto  

 

 

vandalism or other security problems, 
though that potential always remains. 

This time of year, the Board is focused 
on our planned community enhancement 
(projects) and spring inspections.   

 Property report -- Shortly, we 
will be replacing rotted landscape 
timbers along Stevenson Avenue and 
adjacent to Manchester Park, and 
cleaning those in the common area along 
Manchester Way near the Stevenson 
Avenue entrance.  All timbers will be 



treated, so as to extend their lives 
considerably.  Property Manager Roger 
Casalengo is busy compiling estimates 
for other work: lighting enhancements 
and re-plantings of the berm, 
entranceways, and Stevenson Avenue 
where we’ve lost several arborvitaes 
over the past few years.  We also will be 
repairing a few areas of our streets hard-
hit by the winter, as well as crack-
sealing to preclude erosion.  Our projects 
budget is only about $35,000, and we’ve 
obligated over $4,000 so far for the 
landscape timber replacement, so we 
will need to be parsimonious with the 
estimated $30,000 remaining.  Other 
significant security improvements will 
need to await another day, although we 
will work to obtain estimates on 
enhancements recommended in last 
year’s security study and that residents 
endorsed in the Board’s security survey 
(i.e., security cameras, locking perimeter 
gates, and extending our perimeter wall).   

Speaking of security, if you are on the 
Mews group email list to receive notices 
from me, you would have received my 
reminder for residents to leave their front 
and rear lights on during the evening, if 
not all night.  This was recommended by 
our security consultant, and I have urged 
residents repeatedly to do so.  Yet, many 
residents fail to do so, with entire 
sections of streets dark.  The Board will 
do its part by spending thousands of 
dollars on improved lighting, but we ask 
that you do your part. (If you wish to be 
on the email list, please contact Karen 
Kovach: lmkovach@cox.net).            

         Covenants update – RCS 
Management has completed spring 
inspections, is consulting with Interim 
Covenants Committee Chairman Dick 
Fiske, and will shortly be sending letters 
to all residents, with or without 
outstanding maintenance or architectural 
design issues.  Dick, Committee member 
Tony Dropp, and former Chairman 
Adrian Polk, at Dick’s request, assisted 

RCS in their walk-around, to ensure 
RCS was properly noting property 
deficiencies.  The inspections went well, 
were completed ahead of time, so 
residents will receive letters earlier than 
in prior years.  Fall re-inspections are 
slated for about the middle of 
September.  As a reminder, if you have 
questions about the inspection notice 
you receive, you should continue to 
contact the Interim Covenants Chairman, 
Dick Fiske, not RCS.   

Dick noted common maintenance 
problems and common parts of the 
community apparently more prone to 
maintenance issues.  For more detail, see 
Dick’s report following mine.    

One final covenants note:  The Com-
mittee and the Board are committed to 
gaining resident compliance, timely.  
There have been times when noted flaws 
have been carried over year to year; 
other times, they may have been noted 
one year, not the next, but noted again 
another year.  Dick and his Committee 
are intent on getting on top of residents 
with outstanding issues and either 
winning compliance or promptly 
bringing the matter to the Board.  I can 
assure you the Board will act promptly 
to enforce compliance.  The Board is 
authorized under the Declaration of 
Covenants, with due notice to the 
resident, to enter onto property to 
complete the work, billing the resident a 
special restoration assessment.  The 
Board also may impose under the 
Virginia Property Owners’ Association 
Act a noncompliance fee of $10 per day.   

I urge residents to please heed 
Covenants Committee letters and take 
steps to bring your property into 
compliance within the timeframe set out.  
I also remind all of you again that any 
alteration to the outside of your home – 
paint color, landscaping, front door 
replacements, or any structural 
modifications – must have Covenants 
Committee approval.  Be sure you 



consult the Architectural Standards at 
www.landmarkmews.com and receive 
approval ahead of time to avoid a 
compliance headache later.   

Residents are proud of how Landmark 
Mews looks and with good reason.  But, 
its ambiance isn’t an accident, nor would 
be its deterioration.  It depends on a 
vigilant Covenants Committee and on 
the overwhelming majority of Mews 
residents taking pride in their homes and 
complying willingly with Covenants 
Committee notices.   

That’s all for this month.  Next meeting 
will be Wednesday May 13 at my home, 
6362 Brampton Court.   Contact me: 
bwood@aiadc.org.              
 
REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY Courtesy of Fred and 
Nancie Williams, Weichert, Realtors and Landmark 
Mews homeowners. 

 
FOR SALE 

6268 MASEFIELD CT $479.000  
 
_____________________ 

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 
COMMITTEE UPDATE 
Nothing much has happened in March. 
That’s good news—and bad news—bad 
in that organizationally we were 
stagnant—good in that no incidents or 
unusual activity occurred (at least none 
reported). 
Now with Spring, longer daylight hours 
and better weather upon us, we will 
become more active. First, thanks to 
Marty McDonald, the Neighborhood 
Watch pamphlets have arrived and are 
being enveloped. Volunteers will 
distribute these informational pamphlets 
door-to-door. Second, let me give a big 
thank you to Joel Kaplan for all he has 
done to make our neighborhood watch 
visible, viable, and effective. 
More Watch participants are needed. 
Those residents who have expressed 

interest in serving on the Neighborhood 
Watch committee live mainly on 
Manchester Way and Chaucer View 
Circle. Support is needed from residents 
on Masefield Court, Bedlington Terrace 
and Brampton Court. 

Bill Gaffney 
Neighborhood 
Watch Chairman 

  
 

Chaucer View Circle & 
Chaucer Lane: Lighten’ Up! 
While the Landmark Mews Community 
Association Board is taking action to 
ensure the Mews remains a safe place to 
live, and our new Neighborhood Watch 
is organizing and promoting safety 
awareness, all residents can lend their 
support. Well-lighted streets make our 
community a less-attractive target of 
criminals. Noticeably fewer front (and 
back) lights have been lit evenings on 
Chaucer View Circle and Chaucer Lane 
than elsewhere in the Mews.  Please help 
protect your own homes, as well as 
contribute to crime prevention efforts 
overall, and turn outside lights at night. 
Times can be purchased at very 
moderate prices from all home-
improvement stores.  
 

SAVE $$$$$$ 
 PROTECT YOURSELF 
FROM COSTLY WATER LINE 
AND WATER HEATER 
REPLACEMENT  
Dominion Products and Services, 1-866-
645-9811, offers insurance to cover 
water lines (from home to curb) and 
water heaters. Don’t learn the high costs 
of water-line or water-heater replace-
ment the hard way. Insurance ($9.45 a 
month for water line and $4.95 for water 
heater) could save thousands of dollars.   
 



FOR SALE: Floor-length balloon-
style yellow silk curtains, fit end-
unit master bedroom 3-wide 
windows. Price negotiable. Call 
Grace Hughes, 703-461-9415.  
 
 

FOUND: METRO SMART-
CARD. Card was found about 2 
weeks ago near the visitor-parking 
area of Manchester Way. Will be 
returned to whoever can describe 
the writing on the tape. Call 703-
751-3109. 
  

BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE 
May 13—Bruce Wood, 6362 Brampton Court  
June 10—Linda Carter, 6304 Chaucer View Circle 
July 8—Marty McDonald, 6318 Manchester Way 
August 12—Bill Gaffney, 6317 Manchester Way 
September 9—Linda Carter, 6304 Chaucer View Circle 
October 14—Roger Casalengo, 6325 Manchester Way 
November 11—Delia Riso, 6269 Chaucer View Circle 
December 9—Bruce Wood, 6362 Brampton Court 
Meetings begin at 7:00pm 
 
 

ARCHITECTUAL STANDARDS—COVENANTS REMINDER: 

Any alteration to the outside of homes – paint color, landscaping changes, front door 
replacements, windows, or any structural modifications – must have Covenants 
Committee approval.  Consult the Architectural Standards at www.landmarkmews.com 
and receive approval ahead of time to avoid a compliance headache later.  If you need a 
password, have forgotten your password, or need a hard-copy (printout) of the Standards, 
email secretary@landmarkmews.com or call Karen Kovach, 703-915-8209 (please leave 
a message). 

 
 


