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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Not surprisingly, this month’s headline is 

“Security,” in view of the vandalism and auto 
thefts in September previously reported.  In my 
email message to many of you, I said the Board 
would consider options for enhancing Mews 
security and invited residents’ feedback.  I’ve 
received limited reaction ranging from “do 
whatever it takes” to “no need to do anything.”  
At its meeting October 10, the Board held its 
initial discussion but came no resolution. Several 

residents attended to share their views, and we 
appreciate their doing so.  Out of this 
conversation came a few ideas on top of the few 
we already had so, as intended, we will continue 
listening and over the next few weeks crystallize 
an approach we hope is responsible as well as 
responsive.   
 
 There is one opinion which holds that we 
need not do anything or, if anything is done, we 
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can rely on an enhanced police presence.  After 
all, we pay taxes; the police should do what 
they’re hired to do.  Well, this argument won’t 
solve our problem because, as unsettling as it is 
to have a rash of auto vandalism, even episodic 
vandalism outside the walls, we do not live in a 
high-crime area, and the police simply will not 
commit the resources here they necessarily 
commit to those areas that are high-crime.  If we 
want enhanced security, we will provide it 
ourselves.  So, what to do?          
 
 We could do nothing.  After all, what we 
encounter is episodic, and at least one individual 
responsible is sitting in jail and is likely to 
remain there a long time.  This too shall pass, 
and what we have from time to time is tolerable.   
 
 We could gate the community or install 
security cameras.  Installing cameras, in my 
opinion, works only if they are monitored in real 
time, and here that is not realistic.  Gating the 
community might work, depending on the 
system adopted.  For example, gating the 
entranceways but only during the later-n t 
hours would eliminate problems with delivery 
vehicles during the day and focus maximum 
security during the “witching hours” of 2 AM to 
5 AM when we’re told most crime occurs.  Of 
course, unless one were to also gate all 
pedestrian entranceways, vandals still might 
damage autos; they just wouldn’t be able to steal 
them without an access card left in the car.  Then 
again, they could still climb walls and fences.    

igh 

 
 Alternatively, we might hire an off-duty 
police officer to patrol during certain hours on 
certain days.  That would also enhance our 
ability to reduce vandalism along Stevenson 
Avenue and Landmark Mews Drive.  The 
Fairfax County police coordinate the off-duty 
program.  Officers would be uniformed and 
armed, with arrest authority. No need to call the 
police; they are the police and could call 
immediately for backup if necessary.  There is a 
cost.  Running scenarios, a single officer on duty 
from 11 PM to 5 AM, three nights per week 
(e.g., Friday, Saturday, and a third “floater” day) 
would cost $40,000 annually.  Our recently 
approved dues increase of $25 per m nth 

(effective in January) will raise $44,400 
annually.  So, this option effectively absorbs the 
additional revenue from the dues increase.  Is 
this option worth $25 per month?  If so, there 
would need to be another dues increase to fund 
it.  Of course, we can reduce the cost by reducing 
the number of days and hours, even terminating 
the arrangement after a time, until the next event 
occurs.                 

o 

 
 The Board will continue to evaluate the 
options and invite your comments. 
 
 Other matters: 
 

• 2008 Budget: The Board gave final 
approval to the 2008 budget.  The dues 
increase will permit us to fund a new 
contingency reserve for snow removal 
and legal expenses, begin “repaying” the 
restricted (“infrastructure”) reserve for 
this year’s expenditures, and free up 
additional funds for necessary 
maintenance and capital improvements. 

• Compensating Key Positions; New 
Webmaster:  Last month, I reported on 
our discussion about possibly 
compensating the Secretary and 
Covenants Committee Chairman 
positions, in view of the difficulty we’ve 
experienced in recruiting for these jobs.  I 
asked for feedback and had one comment 
(negative) on paying them.  At this 
month’s meeting the Board voted to 
compensate a Secretary ($200 per 
month).  The cost will effectively be 
funded out of what we have been paying 
for web services, because Board Member, 
Jason Bacheler, has graciously agreed to 
take on both the webmaster and technical 
“posting” duties.  Current webmaster, 
Estella Laguna, is stepping aside after 
three years.  Estella developed the 
website in 2004 and took on the 
webmaster responsibilities from the 
beginning. I had “volunteered” her for 
this duty, and thank her, again, for 
hanging in as long as she did.       



• Covenants Committee Update:  Posted 
elsewhere in the Mews News is a now-
monthly update on Covenants Committee 
actions, including Board follow-up.  
Although Board discussions of covenants 
enforcement properly are in executive 
session, the matter(s) must be voted upon 
in open session.  This year, the Board 
decided to specifically note enforcement 
decisions discussed in executive session 
on which a vote occurs.  Again, I urge 
residents to respond timely to Covenants 
Committee decisions.  I have encouraged 
the Committee to refer to the Board 
promptly matters where there have been 
repeated and unsuccessful attempts to 
correct deficiencies.  The Board is 
authorized under the Declaration of 
Covenants to have deficiencies corrected 
at the owner’s expense.    

 
Comments/questions: Contact me at 
bwood@aiadc.org
 
   
OCTOBER 2007 COVENANTS 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Completed Actions
  
5204 and 5206 Bedlington Terrace (mirror-
image interior units): Conditionally approved: 
(1) installation of identical vinyl siding on both 
properties, all possible wooden surfaces to be so 
covered; (2) installation of new, brown-framed 
windows on both properties; (3) installation of 
new, conforming gutters and downspouts on 
both properties; and (4) optional installation of 
new sliding glass doors. Conditions: (1) 
Owner/contractor to contact Covenants if there is 
any question of conformance with the Standards; 
(2) all wooden surfaces not vinyl covered are to 
be painted with custom-mixed paint matching 
the vinyl color; (3) Sliding door frame must be 
white or a color matching that of the vinyl; and 
(4) new windows frames must be brown. 
  
6322 Manchester Way: Approved installation of 
brown-framed rear bay window and white-
framed sliding sliding-glass door. 

  
Pending Actions
  
Fall re-inspection about 70 percent complete. Re-
inspection reports to be issued to owners with 
uncorrected or new issues. 
  
Reminder letters sent to a few owners with new 
issues requiring prompt attention or with 
numerous, serious, or long-standing issues that 
remain uncorrected. Some positive responses 
noted. 
  
Two owners with serious or long-standing issues 
were referred to the Board of Directors for 
resolution. 
 
Board Actions: 
 
The Board received two referrals from the 
Covenants Committee for resolution: 
 

• 5192 Bedlington Terrace: Multiple 
uncorrected deficiencies following 
repeated notices, including non-
conforming window frames and 
landscaping.  Board approved action to 
correct on and after November 1, with 
owner to be billed special restoration 
assessment. 

 
• 6335 Chaucer View Circle:  Multiple 

uncorrected deficiencies following 
repeated notices over several years, 
including collapsing fence, overgrown 
back yard, missing storm window, rotting 
roof rake, and loose mortar joints.  Board 
approved action to correct on and after 
November 1, with owner to be billed 
special restoration assessment. 

  
AAA HOLIDAY TRASH COLLECTION 

SCHEDULE 
 
Thanksgiving Day – Thursday, November 22 

we will not be servicing trash and 
recycling on this Holiday.  If your regular 
service day is Thursday, your trash will 
be serviced on your next regular service 
day following the holiday and a special 
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pick up of your recyclable material will 
be scheduled for Saturday, November 24, 
2007.  Please have the Recycling Bin out 
by 6am. 

 
Christmas Day – Tuesday, December 25th, we 

will not be servicing trash and recycling 
on this Holiday.  If your regular service 
day is Tuesday, your trash will be 
serviced on your next regular service day 
following the holiday and a special pick 
up of your recyclable material will be 
scheduled for Saturday, December 29, 
2007.  Please have the Recycling Bin out 
by 6am. 
 
New Year Day – Tuesday, January 1st, 
we will not be servicing trash and 
recycling on this Holiday.  If your regular 
service day is Tuesday, your trash will be 
serviced on your next regular service day 
following the holiday and a special pick 
up of your recyclable material will be 
scheduled for Saturday, January 5, 2008.  
Please have the Recycling Bin out by 
6am. 
 
Christmas Tree Removal – ALL 
COUNTIES, except Prince William…We 
will be providing Christmas Tree 
Removal service on the first 2 
Wednesdays in January 2008 (1/2/08 and 
1/9/08).  Any trees to be removed 
thereafter will be removed with the trash.  
Please place at the curb with all the 
trimmings removed. Trees in excess of 8 
feet in length need to be cut in half in 
order to be removed by our crews.  (In 
Prince William County, please place 
Christmas trees out with the household 
trash). 

 
FREE HOME SECURITY INSPECTION 

You can arrange for a free home security 
inspection at your convenience by calling Officer 
James Nida at 703-922-0889.  A qualified, 
trained Fairfax County Police officer will inspect 
the locks, doors and windows of your home with 
you. Exterior lighting, landscaping and other 

factors affecting the protection of your home 
from burglary also will be reviewed. The officer 
will make recommendations for improving your 
home security. 

Property Identification 

 Fairfax County Police officer will 
instruct you on how to properly mark your 
property so it can be ident ified and how to make 
an inventory of your valuables. Property 
identification discourages thieves and makes 
fencing of stolen property more difficult. When 
recovered stolen property can be identified, it 
can be used as evidence against the thief and also 
can be returned by police to its owner. 

Keep The Mews Safe! 
 
In the past six months, Landmark Mews has 
experienced an increased amount of criminal 
activity within its walls, including one daylight 
burglary, two stolen cars, and several other 
vehicles vandalized or broken into. 
 
Even with this recent activity, Landmark Mews 
is still a safe place to live.  However, it is 
everyone’s responsibility to keep it that way.  
Here are some simple and effective things you 
can do to help keep our neighborhood safe and 
secure. 
 

• Always lock your car, regardless of 
whether you park in your driveway or on 
the street.  

• Be sure to take all valuables out of the 
vehicle such as cell phones or iPods.   

• Never leave a key in the car, even a valet 
key. 

• Never leave your garage door opener in 
your car. 

• Always lock your doors, even if you will 
only be away for a short time.   

• Be sure the locks in your home are 
functional and effective.  

• Don’t forget to lock your sliding doors.  
A broom handle in the track makes a very 
effective barrier.  



• If you have an alarm system for your 
home or car, be sure to use it.  If you do 
not, consider investing in one. 

• Turn on your outside lights at night.  By 
keeping your house illuminated, you will 
make it very difficult for a thief or 
intruder to go unnoticed. 

• Trim shrubs or trees that block windows 
or doors from view. 

• Never hide a key outside your home!  
Better to give a key to a neighbor for 
safekeeping. 

 
Finally, remember that the community cannot 
remain safe without the help of its residents.  Get 
to know your neighbors and watch out for them.  
Keep on eye out for people or vehicles that do 
not belong, and report any suspicious activities 
or noises to the police by calling 911 or the non-
emergency number at 703-691-2131. 
 

 
****************************************** 

 
REAL ESTATEACTIVITY – October 2007   Courtesy of Fred and Nancie Williams, Weichert, Realtors and Landmark Mews 
homeowners. 

For Sale  6324 Manchester Way List $575,000 
For Sale  6357 Brampton Ct  List $624,900 
For Rent  6254 Masefield Ct   $    2,500 
For Rent  6314 Manchester Way  $    2,600  
For Rent  6368 Brampton Ct   $    2,550 

 
Submissions to the Mews News must be received by the 12th of the month. Email kvoigt@aol.com or 
deliver typed or handwritten submission to the editor, Ingrid Voigt at 6307 Chaucer View Circle.  
 
Disclaimer: The inclusion in the Mews News of advertisements, articles or references to the websites of third parties does not indicate an 
endorsement by LMCA of the services, goods, materials, or information of the third party. 
 
BULLETIN BOARD   If you have an item for sale, general announcement, a contractor or 
vendor name to share, etc., call or email  Mews News editor no later than the 12th of the month.  
 
---------------------------------CLIP AND SAVE------------------October 2007 
Board President, Bruce Wood: bwood@aiadc.org    (703) 212-9732 
Vice President, Loren Sciurba:  lsciurba@gmail.com    751-1565 
Treasurer, Marty McDonald: mmcdon5279@aol.com              461-3493 
Secretary, Brenda Johnson: brendajohnson321@yahoo.com   823-1555 
Board Member: Simon Bennett: sbbennett1@aol.com    751-5621 
Board Member:  Jason Bacheler: Jason.bacheler@gmail.com   584-5104 
Board Member: Don Washington: wdongwen@aol.com   823-0933 
Board Member: Loren Sciurba: lorenandkaren@cox.net.com   751-1565 
Board Member: Delia Riso: delia.riso@usdoj.gov    751-5269 
Property Manager, Roger Casalengo: rocky6325@aol.com   751-9242 
Covenants Chair: Adrian Polk: covenants@landmarkmews.com  275-0480 
Social Committee Co-Chairs 

 Michele Dropp: tonyandmichele@cox.net;     370-2698 
   Estella Laguna: estella@e-laguna.com    212-9732 
Mews News, Ingrid Voigt: kvoigt@aol.com     751-4495 
 
Website queries—contact webmaster at mewsweb@landmarkmews.com 
Fairfax County Police Non-Emergency    703-691-2131 
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