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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
Snow 
 
So what has happened since the last 
message?  First it snowed.  Then we 
faced the big blizzard.  Then we dug out 
just in time for a second blizzard.  We 
experienced three storms in two weeks 
with a total accumulation of 40 inches.  
By the time you read this, we will have 
little more snow.  This was an amazing, 
unprecedented event, but all things 
considered, I think we weathered the 
storms rather well. 
 
The huge volume of snow forced some 
changes to our usual approach.  As you 
no doubt have noticed, we were unable 

to plow curb-to-curb.  There was simply 
too much snow to push around, and we 
could only pile it so high.  My priority 
was to maintain a lane for emergency 
vehicles to get in, and I am pleased to 
say we accomplished that in a timely 
manner.  Where the snow overwhelmed 
the plow’s ability to clear, such as the 
bottom of the Brampton Court hill, we 
brought in front end loaders to complete 
the job.  The streets are still tight, but no 
worse than any other community, and far 
better than others I have visited since the 
storms.  Our lane was kept clear through 
repeated plowing and the judicious use 
of magnesium chloride to melt the ice 
and prevent its formation.  We have tried 
to avoid road salts in the past, but we 
have used it in the past few storms to 



melt existing ice and as a pre-treatment 
to prevent its formation.  The results 
have been impressive.  Given the 
obvious safety benefit, I would not 
hesitate to use it again in the future.  
Visitor parking was cleared on 
Manchester Way, but we were unable to 
clear enough vehicles from the 
Bedlington lot to do that as well.  After 
two attempts, we had to abandon that 
plan.  After the first storm, homeowners 
brought the issue of buried fire hydrants 
to our attention.  We had them cleared 
right away and have made them a 
priority for future storms. 
 
Through the efforts of Property 
Manager, Roger Casalengo, and his 
coordination with Valley Crest, we had 
our streets cleared and de-iced before the 
City of Alexandria plowed the 
Stevenson hill or Stultz Road.  With his 
shovel crews, he also ensured the gates, 
storm drains, mailboxes, and fire 
hydrants were clear as soon as possible 
after the storms.  I think he did an 
outstanding job in these extraordinary 
circumstances.   
 
A few residents have asked me if I can 
instruct the plow driver to clear the areas 
in front of their homes in a particular 
way to minimize the amount of snow 
pushed in front of their driveways, or to 
ask the driver not to plow at all if their 
driveways have been cleared.  I 
understand the frustration of repeatedly 
shoveling snow from a driveway, but it 
is the driver’s responsibility to keep the 
main road clear, and the residents’ 
responsibility to clear their driveways 
and walks.  The fact that the snow will 
be pushed in front of our homes is 
inevitable.  Valley Crest tries to send 
experienced drivers who know our 
community, but we cannot choose who 

plows our streets, or expect them to alter 
their plowing pattern block by block, or 
house by house. 
 
I want to thank all our residents for their 
patience and perseverance, but 
particularly all of you who lent a hand to 
your neighbors.  I saw dozens of 
examples throughout the community, 
and it made me proud to live here.  I do 
wish to single out one homeowner who 
went far above and beyond the call of 
duty, and that would be Joel “the 
Snowman” Kaplan.  He pressed his 
snow blower into service and cleared 
dozens of driveways and sidewalks for 
his neighbors, many of whom were 
unable to do so themselves.  He worked 
tirelessly through three snows, entirely 
on his own volition.   
 
By the way, for those of you who were 
concerned about the continuity of Mews 
leadership in this time of crisis, you will 
be comforted to know that Vice 
President, Delia Riso, was safe in an 
undisclosed location, and ready to 
assume the mantle of leadership at a 
moment’s notice.  
 
Parking 
 
Our attempts to clear the Bedlington lot 
were frustrated by our inability to 
contact the vehicle’s owners.  Of all the 
vehicles in the lot, only a handful had 
resident tags.  Those owners were 
notified in advance by email.  The others 
were presumably visitors, but not one 
had any indication of which unit they 
were visiting.  As a result, we could not 
track down the owners in a timely 
fashion so we could clear the lot and 
remove the snow.  When you have 
visitors parking overnight, please put a 
note in the windshield with your address.   



 
Stevenson Avenue 
 
The blizzard left Stevenson Avenue 
snowbound and littered with broken 
branches and fallen trees.  Several 
residents, myself included, contacted 
VDOT to remind them to clear the street, 
and that first Monday after the storm, we 
got a plow.  This would have been a 
great response, except that once again, 
they plowed only partway and left a 
massive snow bank in the middle of the 
road, thus making a bad situation worse.  
After several days and several calls and 
messages to VDOT and Supervisor 
Penny Gross’s office, the road was 
finally cleared.  We all heard of the 
problems the state had in plowing snow, 
and the delays they encountered in 
getting to subdivisions and cul-de-sacs, 
so it was no surprise that it was not 
plowed right away, but after the partial 
clearing, it is obvious that the old 
jurisdictional problem is still not 
resolved.  I will continue to work with 
the County Supervisor and VDOT to 
make sure this does not happen the next 
time it snows. 
 
Email Notices 
 
Throughout the storms, I sent email 
messages to the community with updates 
on snow removal and related issues such 
as trash collection.  I have tried to reach 
every resident and added several 
addresses to my list, but I still don’t have 
an email address for everyone.  Not 
everyone uses email, but if you do, and 
you did not get any of my messages, 
please send me your address.  It will not 
be published in the directory, and I will 
not use it to send you chain letters, spam, 
or any other junk.  It will only be used to 
transmit important information about our 

community.  In January, I sent notices 
about a rash of vehicle break-ins.  In 
February, the email list was used for 
information on snow and trash.  In 
March, who knows?  Maybe updates 
about a plague of locusts.  Whatever it 
will be, I urge you to get on the 
distribution list so you can find out.  If 
you happen to know of a neighbor who 
does not use email, please pass along the 
information you receive.   
 
Web Page 
 
We have experienced a once in a century 
storm, or for the sake of our snow 
removal budget, I hope we have.  In 
years to come, we will look back and tell 
stories about the winter of 2009-10 as if 
it were the new Ice Age.  Trapped in our 
homes!  Store shelves bare!  Giant hairy 
beasts roaming the berm!  (Ok, that last 
one might have been Zoli the dog, but I 
can’t be too sure.  It was snowing pretty 
hard, after all.)   
 
To help remind and amuse us, I have 
started collecting photos of the 
neighborhood from the blizzard.  They 
will be posted on the Landmark Mews 
web page.  If you have a photo you 
would like to post, please email it to me.   
 
Thank You! 

Loren Sciurba, President 
Contact me:lsciurba@gmail.com.   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME NEWCOMERS! 
 



Attention new owners and renters: on 
behalf of the residents of Landmark 
Mews, welcome to the community!    
Did you know we have a community 
website?   Please take a moment to login 
and check it out at 
www.landmarkmews.com.  Information 
about the community, upcoming events 
and meetings as well as 
homeowner/owner information like 
obtaining car decals, covenants rules and 
how to obtain approval for modifications 
can all be found there.    Also receive e-
blasts about breaking news and updates 
affecting LMC.   If you don’t have a 
password, please contact Heather 
McGhee at 
secretary@landmarkmews.com. 
 
 
THE SOCIAL COMMITTEE NEEDS 
YOUR HELP 
 
Are you interested in contributing to 
LMC but don’t have a lot of time? If you 
are savvy with computer technology, the 
social committee needs your help.    You 
don’t even have to come to meetings or 
make a long-term commitment! Just help 
us develop and maintain a fun social 
networking site for the community.  If 
you have a couple of hours to spare 
without leaving the comfort of your 
home, then please contact 
social@landmarkmews.com.   
 
 
BOARD MEETING DATES/HOST: 
March 10, 7:00 p.m.  Location to be 
announced.  See web page. 
 
 
 
I NEED HELP! 
 

Not to worry…help is here! I am 
responsible, reliable, trustworthy and 
available to help you in any of the 
following areas: 
 

• Landscape design:  Degreed 
professional 

• Pet sitting/walking:  Experience 
as a professional pet –sitter, with 
references 

• House sitting:   For a day, 
weekend or longer; also available 
to meet contractors/repairmen in 
your home while work is being 
done.  

• Organization:  Organize and 
declutter closets, kitchen 
cabinets, refrigerator, pantry  
 

Contact Mews resident Janean Wood at 
703-212-9732 or 
sunshine423va@gmail.com  to schedule 
an appointment to discuss how I can 
help you. References available.  
 
REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY  
Courtesy of Fred and Nancie Williams, 
Weichert Realtors and Landmark Mews 
homeowners. 
FOR SALE: 
     6314 Manchester Way, $559,959 

 
     6303 Chaucier View Circle, $549,900 
 
RENT:  
     6314 Manchester Way, $2,700.00 
 


