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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
Changing of the Guard 
 
In case we have not yet met, I am Loren 
Sciurba.  My wife and I came to 
Landmark Mews in 2005 to put down 
roots and start a family, and we have 
done just that.  The adorable little boy 
you see with me on our walks through 
the neighborhood is Nathan.  We both 
wear glasses, but he’s the cute one.  In 
that time, I have served as a member of 
the Covenants Committee and Board of 
Directors, as Vice President, and now I 
begin my term as President. 
   
My predecessor, Bruce Wood, put his 
heart and soul into his 3 years as 

President, and as a result of his efforts, 
and those of the Board and Officers, I 
have inherited a community that is 
running smoothly and financially sound.  
I thank him for his service and for his 
friendship. 
 
Metrobus Service Returns! 
 
I am pleased to announce that Metrobus 
service will be returning to Landmark 
Mews.  Mason District Supervisor, 
Penelope Gross, working with local 
mass-transit authorities, has successfully 
restored the bus service we lost when the 
21D was cancelled.   
Effective March 29, 2010, the 21A route 
will be extended to service the bus stops 
at Landmark Mews, and the fare will 



remain the same.  Mews resident Noreen 
Hagerty-Ford deserves the credit for this 
success.  She spearheaded this effort 
from the very beginning and her patience 
and persistence has paid off.  She has 
done a great service for our community.  
Even those of us who do not take the bus 
benefit from its presence.  It is an 
attractive feature for prospective 
residents, and it affords us priority 
snowplowing on Stevenson Avenue.  So 
to Noreen and all the other residents who 
participated in this effort, I say, “Thank 
you.”  
 
According to WMATA, the proposed 
schedule for the 21A will be Stevenson 
at 6:54 am, 8:02 am, and 8:20 am; and 
Pentagon at 4:56 pm, 5:31 pm, and 6:05 
pm.  If riders wish to propose different 
times, they should contact Noreen 
(nahagertyford@aol.com) with their 
suggestions and she will pass them along 
to WMATA.   
 
Now that the bus is back, I encourage 
residents to take advantage of the 
service.  As we learned before, it can be 
taken away very easily.   
 
Crime in the Mews 
 
As those of you on the email list already 
know, we have had a spate of petty 
crime in the neighborhood lately.  These 
do not appear to be professional jobs like 
the auto-parts thefts last year.  Rather, 
these appear to be crimes of opportunity 
– somebody picking goodies from open 
cars and doors.  While these occurrences 
are disturbing, they are also preventable.  
See Joel Kaplan’s summary in 
Neighborhood Watch section for more 
information.   
 

I have discussed these incidents with our 
liaison at the Fairfax County Police, 
Crime Prevention Unit and she assured 
me that we are not forgotten, that they 
are well aware of our requests for 
increased patrols, and while she could 
not quantify their frequency, she has 
confirmed with the patrol units that they 
have been through Landmark Mews.  
She also advised that call volume 
directly affects the assignment of police 
patrols, and she encouraged residents to 
report suspicious events, noises, vehicles 
and people.  Tonight (January 16), I 
noticed two patrol cars parked at the 
Stulz entrance.   
 
If you are aware of any criminal or 
suspicious activity, please report it to the 
police.  For emergencies, call 911.  The 
non-emergency number is (703) 691-
2131.  I also ask that you inform Joel 
Kaplan of the Neighborhood Watch.  
Finally, please email me so that I can 
pass the information along to the other 
residents and the Board.   
 
Mews Security 
 
Concerned residents have written to ask 
me what the Board plans to do to 
increase security in the Mews.  The two 
most common suggestions are increased 
police presence and the installation of 
security cameras.   
 
While we continue to explore other 
options, I believe the Board is already 
following best practices with regard to 
neighborhood security: we have 
established a neighborhood watch, we 
inform and educate residents on 
incidents and precautions, we have 
increased lighting and visibility, and we 
have established a positive relationship 
with the police.     



 
Over the past few years, we have been 
quite vocal about our desire for 
increased patrols.  LMCA 
representatives and residents have 
written letters, sent email, and met with 
county officials and police.  We have 
done everything but open a donut stand.  
I will continue to communicate our 
concerns, but we must recognize two 
facts.  First, law enforcement resources 
are finite, so the police patrol where they 
have to, not where they are invited to, 
and we are fortunate to live in a 
community with very little crime.  
Second, we cannot rely on the police to 
be our primary means of security 
because it is not their mission.  We must 
take that responsibility ourselves.    
 
I, along with the rest of the Board, have 
long wrestled with the question of how 
to increase security in our neighborhood.  
We first tried hiring off-duty cops, but it 
was too expensive for daily coverage, 
and we got hit on a night when we had 
no protection.  We also explored the 
option of installing cameras and brought 
two highly recommended security firms 
in for estimates, but as Bruce noted last 
month, the estimates were extremely 
expensive, and the vendor who 
suggested he might be willing to do a 
lower-cost option stopped corresponding 
with us.  Given the cost, and the fact that 
the system would only provide possible 
deterrence and minimal evidence after 
the fact, I am not inclined to pursue this 
option, although interested homeowners 
could look into purchasing lower cost, 
home security cameras for their own use.  
A group purchase might make this even 
more affordable. 
Personally, I am in favor of securing our 
perimeter and restricting access.  This 
would present a physical barrier for 

would-be thieves, making their job more 
difficult and encouraging them to shop 
elsewhere.  It would require completing 
the wall and fence at the end of 
Landmark Mews Drive, securing 
pedestrian gates, and finally, gating the 
vehicle entrances at Stultz and 
Stevenson.  I believe this would be the 
most effective deterrent, but it is far 
from cheap, and I am well aware that 
this option does not yet enjoy broad 
support in the community.  
 
My only other idea was to encircle the 
Mews with a shark-filled moat. While it 
has its appeal, it would be terribly cruel 
to the sharks, and as a lawyer, I must 
show them professional courtesy.   
 
I presented these same thoughts on 
neighborhood security (all but the 
sharks) to the Board at the last meeting.  
No decisions were made, but it is a 
matter we will discuss again.  If anyone 
has other opinions or ideas, I encourage 
you to share them with me and my 
fellow Board members.   
 
Please Obey Traffic Signs 
 
It has been reported that quite a few 
people fail to obey the stop sign at 
Chaucer Lane and Bedlington.  Please, 
as a matter of courtesy and safety, 
remember to obey all traffic signs in our 
neighborhood. 
 
Thank You! 

Loren Sciurba, President 
Contact me:lsciurba@gmail.com.   

 

 

TIPS FROM YOUR FRIENDLY 
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 



1. Recently two vehicles had items 
stolen from the. One vehicle was on 
Chaucer Lane near the entrance. The 
other was on Brampton Court. Both 
vehicles were in the resident’s driveway. 
Both vehicles were UNLOCKED!!!! 

It is pretty obvious that someone(s) went 
from one end of the Mews to the other, 
during the night; testing for unlocked 
vehicles. 

On the night of January 8th, items were 
stolen from an unclosed garage. 

 Also, someone attempted to gain entry 
to a resident’s home through the rear 
sliding door. 

 Please remember to lock your vehicle, 
your rear gates, close garage doors, and 
have your outside lights on at night. 

 
2. Any resident that sees or hears any 
suspicious activity in the Mews should 
call 911 if it is an emergency. If it is not 
an emergency, please contact me as the 
incident is occurring (day or night) so 
that I could respond in a Neighborhood 
Watch vehicle. This may put an end to 
the activity or at least give the person(s) 
notice that we have an active 
Neighborhood Watch Program. This 
would also help me to provide 
information to the police if necessary 

  
3.  While I was on patrol one night, I 
heard a strange noise from one of the 
resident’s house. The outside water 
spigot had apparently burst due to the 
cold weather and water was gushing out. 
The spigot looked like it had a weather 
guard on it; that apparently failed. 

Please remember to turn off the water 
valves in the basement leading to the 
outside spigots. 

Thank you, 
Joel Kaplan, 

Neighborhood Watch Captain 
 
 
AFTER THE HOLIDAYS, 
LOOKING FOR SOMETHING 
DIFFERENT TO SERVE FAMILY 
AND FRIENDS? 
 
Try Homemade Tamales.  Ms. Janie 
Beck is a former Texan who makes best-
ever, first-class, authentic tamales using 
high-quality meat, specially wrapped for 
transporting and keeping until your 
gathering (or they can be frozen for later 
use).  Sometimes delivery can be 
arranged.   
 
Call Janie Beck, 703-670-3955, or email 
johnwbeckjr@verizon.net.   
 
 
BOARD MEETING DATES/HOST: 
February 10, 7:00 p.m. 
Joel Kaplan, 6309 Chaucer View Circle 
 
REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY  
Courtesy of Fred and Nancie Williams, 
Weichert Realtors and Landmark Mews 
homeowners. 
FOR SALE: 

6314 Manchester Way, $559,959 
 
SOLD:  

6268 Masefield Court, $488,900 
 
 


